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Foreword
This report is issued as part of our commitment to make information about inspection and regulatory activities relating to the above site available to the public. Reports are distributed to members of the Hunterston Site Stakeholder Group and are also available on our website.
Our site inspectors usually attend Hunterston Site Stakeholder Group meetings where these reports are presented and will respond to any questions raised there. Any person wishing to inquire about matters covered by this report should contact us via email at contact@onr.gov.uk.
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[bookmark: _Toc109727646][bookmark: _Toc236317779]Inspections
[bookmark: _Toc109727647]Date(s) of inspection and site visits
During the reporting period, our site safety inspector and specialist inspectors undertook inspections and site visits to sample the adequacy and implementation of arrangements relevant to nuclear safety, organisational capability and conventional health and safety on:
9 to 12 February 2026
16 to 19 March 2026
22 to 25 June 2026
[bookmark: _Toc95889183]Our site security inspector also undertook a site visit during the report period, on 11 March 2026.
[bookmark: _Toc236317780]Routine matters
Inspections 
Inspections are undertaken as part of the process for monitoring compliance with: 
the conditions attached by ONR to the nuclear site licence (NSL) granted under the Nuclear Installations Act 1965 (NIA65) (as amended); 
the Energy Act 2013;
the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974 (HSWA74); 
the Nuclear Industries Security Regulations 2003 (as amended); and 
regulations made under HSWA74, for example the Ionising Radiations Regulations 2017 (IRR17) and the Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999 (MHSWR99). 
The inspections entail monitoring the licensee’s actions on the site in relation to incidents, operations, maintenance, projects, modifications, safety case changes and any other matters that may affect safety. The licensee is required to make and implement adequate arrangements under the conditions attached to the licence to ensure legal compliance. Inspections seek to judge both the adequacy of these arrangements and their implementation.
In this period, routine inspections of, and site visits to Hunterston B covered:
· Electrical safety under the Electricity at Work Regulations, 1989;
· Maintenance of compliance by EDF Nuclear Generation Ltd (EDF Energy) prior to site relicensing;
· Preparations for site transfer from EDF Energy to Nuclear Restoration Services (NRS);
· Relicensing of Hunterston B and site transfer to NRS;
· Capability of the post-transfer organisation; and
· Handover of site security inspector responsibilities.
Electrical safety under the Electricity at Work Regulations, 1989
As reported in the previous site report, an electrical safety event occurred at Hunterston B on 7 November 2025. An ONR electrical safety specialist inspector and the nominated site inspector undertook enquiries into the event and the licensee's response on 18 December 2025. These enquiries identified significant shortfalls in compliance with the Electricity at Work Regulations 1989.
Consequently, ONR served Improvement Notice ONR-IN-1267 relating to the management and control of a 415 V electrical cable. 
The licensee submitted an action plan to address the identified shortfalls, which ONR reviewed and accepted.
ONR subsequently undertook on-site interventions on 11 February and 19 March 2026 to assess implementation of the improvement actions and compliance with the requirements of the Improvement Notice.
ONR judged that the licensee had:
· adequately reviewed, revised and implemented arrangements for the construction, maintenance, testing and control of portable electrical equipment;
· strengthened arrangements governing the introduction, management and deployment of portable electrical equipment on site;
· improved arrangements for the control, planning and risk assessment of work on electrical systems; and
· developed and delivered appropriate learning and awareness programmes to personnel responsible for controlling, assessing and undertaking electrical work.
ONR therefore concluded that the licensee had complied with the requirements of Improvement Notice ONR-IN-1267 and the notice was closed. The associated regulatory issues were also closed.
In reaching this decision, ONR noted that the licensee implemented the required improvements within agreed timescales and provided appropriate evidence to demonstrate compliance with the Improvement Notice requirements.

Maintenance of compliance by EDF Energy prior to site relicensing 
During the site visit conducted in February 2026, ONR sampled activities undertaken by EDF Energy to maintain an adequately competent organisation to safely conduct planned operations and reasonably foreseeable events.
Inspectors examined the licensee’s arrangements for managing identified competence shortfalls up to the point of transfer.
Based on the evidence sampled, ONR concluded that the arrangements implemented by the licensee adequately managed risks associated with competence shortfalls and supported the safe conduct of licensed activities.
Preparations for site transfer from EDF Energy to NRS
During site visits conducted in February and March 2026, ONR sampled activities undertaken by EDF Energy and NRS in preparation for the Hunterston B site transfer.
Inspectors examined activities to establish workforce competence against NRS standards following transfer.
Based on the areas sampled, ONR judged that:
· EDF Energy and NRS had jointly established an adequate, prioritised development plan for all site personnel; and
· NRS had undertaken an appropriate vulnerability assessment and established suitable controls to ensure that safety-related activities would continue to be undertaken by suitably competent personnel following site relicensing.
Relicensing of Hunterston B and site transfer to NRS
The relicensing of the Hunterston B nuclear site to NRS and associated revocation of EDF Energy’s NSL underpinned the transfer of the site between duty holders and represented a significant regulatory milestone. ONR undertook a proportionate assessment of NRS's capability to assume responsibility for licensed activities and to meet the obligations of a nuclear site licensee. ONR's assessment supported the granting of a new NSL to NRS and revoking EDF Energy’s NSL with effect from 1 April 2026.
On 18 March 2026, the Chief Nuclear Inspector visited Hunterston B to sign the NRS NSL (NSL Sc.19) and the revocation documentation for EDF Energy's NSL (NSL Sc.13). Both actions took effect on 1 April 2026.


Capability of the post-transfer organisation
During the June 2026 site visit, ONR inspected the capability of Hunterston B's organisation, including contractor arrangements, to control and supervise safety-related activities.
ONR judged that the licensee:
· has implemented arrangements which provide an adequate organisational capability to undertake current decommissioning and operational activities safely;
· has established appropriate development plans to maintain organisational capability for foreseeable future needs;
· adequately controls and supervises safety-related activities undertaken by both employees and contractors; and
· understands and appropriately manages risks associated with organisational capability shortfalls.
Handover of site security inspector responsibilities
ONR's security inspector undertook a routine site visit on 11 March as part of the planned transfer of inspection responsibilities. The visit included discussions with site personnel regarding current security arrangements and performance of the Physical Protection System. No matters of regulatory concern were identified.
[bookmark: _Toc95889184][bookmark: _Toc236317781]Non-routine matters
Licensees are required to have arrangements to respond to non-routine matters and events. Our inspectors judge the adequacy of the licensee’s response, including actions taken to implement any necessary improvements. 
ONR did not identify any non-routine matters or events during the reporting period that required significant regulatory intervention or enforcement action.
[bookmark: _Toc95889185][bookmark: _Toc236317782]Regulatory activity
We may issue formal documents to ensure compliance with regulatory requirements. Under nuclear site licence conditions (LCs), we issue regulatory documents, which either permit an activity or require some form of action to be taken; these are usually collectively termed ‘Licence Instruments’ (LIs) but can take other forms. In addition, inspectors may take a range of enforcement actions, to include issuing an enforcement notice. 
During the reporting period ONR undertook regulatory actions associated with the relicensing of the Hunterston B site from EDF Energy to NRS. A new NSL was granted to NRS, and EDF Energy's NSL was revoked with effect from 1 April 2026.  Associated with the new NSL, ONR issued a Licence Instrument (LI) relating to Nuclear Safety Committee Terms of Reference under LC13(2)
ONR also issued Improvement Notice ONR-IN-1267 relating to the management and control of a 415 V electrical cable. Subsequently, this IN was closed following satisfactory implementation of corrective actions.
Table 1: Regulatory documents issued by ONR during this period
	Date
	Type
	Reference
	Description

	1 Apr 2026
	NSL
	NSL Sc. 19
	Grant of Hunterston B Nuclear Site Licence to NRS

	1 Apr 2026
	LI
	LI-578
	Approval of Nuclear Safety Committee Terms of Reference under LC13(2)

	1 Apr 2026
	NSL Revocation
	NSL Sc. 13
	Revocation of EDF Energy Hunterston B Nuclear Site Licence

	27 Jan 2026
	IN
	IN-1267
	Improvement Notice relating to management and control of a 415 V electrical cable


[bookmark: _Int_g0PHCd6w]Reports detailing the above regulatory decisions can be found on our website. 
[bookmark: _Toc95889186][bookmark: _Toc236317783]News from ONR
For the latest news and information from us, please read and subscribe to our regular email newsletter ‘ONR News’ at https://www.onr.org.uk/news/newsletter/.
[bookmark: _Toc95889187][bookmark: _Toc236317784]Contacts
Office for Nuclear Regulation
Redgrave Court
Merton Road
Bootle
Merseyside
L20 7HS
website: www.onr.org.uk
email: 	Contact@onr.gov.uk
This document is issued by ONR. For further information about us, or to report inconsistencies or inaccuracies in this publication please email us via contact@onr.gov.uk. 
If you wish to reuse this information visit www.onr.org.uk/access-to-information/copyright/ for details. 
For published documents, the electronic copy on our website remains the most current publicly available version and copying or printing renders this document uncontrolled.
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