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[bookmark: _Toc225972634]Introduction
1. [bookmark: _Hlk64448648]Technical Inspection Guides (TIG) support inspectors undertaking compliance inspections to make regulatory judgements in relation to the adequacy of compliance and in providing regulatory advice on specific Licence Conditions (LCs) to licensees. 
1. The purpose of this guidance is to facilitate a consistent approach to LC30. While not exhaustive or mandatory, the guidance offers a clear framework for inspectors to assess the adequacy of compliance. Inspectors should also refer to the ONR policy on Risk-Informed and Targeted Engagements (RITE) [1], which guides risk-based prioritisation in regulatory interventions and supports decisions on engaging with dutyholders.

[bookmark: _Toc225972635]Licence Condition 30
30(1) When necessary for the purpose of enabling any examination, inspection, maintenance or testing of any plant or process to take place, the licensee shall ensure that any such plant or process shall be shut down in accordance with the requirements of its plant maintenance schedule referred to in Condition 28.
30(2) Notwithstanding paragraph 1 of this condition ONR may agree to an extension of a plant’s operating period.
30(3) The licensee shall, if so specified by ONR, ensure that when a plant or process is shut down in pursuance of paragraph 1 of this condition it shall not be started up again thereafter without the consent of ONR.
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Purpose of the Licence Condition
The purpose of LC30 is to ensure that, where it is necessary to do so, a licensee periodically shuts down plant in order to carry out any LC28 [2] requirements that require plant to be out of service. LC30(2) allows ONR to agree to an extension of the period between such regular shutdowns. 
Where a specification under LC30(3) has been issued and ONR has to formally consent to the restart, this consent will only be given when the licensee has satisfied both itself and ONR that the plant may be safely started up and safely operated until the next periodic shutdown.

[bookmark: _Toc225972637]Guidance on arrangements for Licence Condition 30
Although LC30 does not explicitly require formal arrangements, effective compliance is expected to be supported by clear, consistent procedures that ensure the condition’s requirements are met and are well understood by its managers/operatives and ONR. 
The arrangements should identify plant or processes requiring shutdown to enable EIM&T and ensure these and other safety‑related activities are systematically planned, implemented, reviewed, and recorded.
Where an extension to the operating interval is sought, the arrangements should define the process for obtaining ONR agreement under LC30(2), including the provision of an adequate safety justification. 
[bookmark: _Toc225972638]
Guidance on inspection of arrangements and their implementation
Ahead of a periodic shutdown, confirm that arrangements ensure:
Responsible persons for overall shutdown control and for plant release, isolation, de‑isolation, testing, and return to service are clearly identified and SQEP. 
Where LC30(3) applies, arrangements recognise that plant restart is subject to ONR consent. 
An outage plan (or equivalent) is produced, identifying maintenance schedule and other safety‑related work, and is submitted to ONR in sufficient time to support inspection planning. 
Proposals to permanently amend operating intervals are notified to ONR in good time for assessment and agreement, with changes subject to approval in accordance with LC28(5). 
Any proposed derogations from the maintenance schedule during the shutdown are notified to ONR in sufficient time for consideration and agreement.
During a periodic shutdown, confirm that arrangements ensure:
Minimum levels of diversity and redundancy are maintained during plant isolation, with appropriate protection and delineation. 
Suitable quality plans are in place for all safety‑related activities and are subject to appropriate audit. 
Shutdown activities are effectively controlled and supervised, with robust arrangements for releasing operational plant to maintenance. 
Contractors undertaking invasive activities are subject to control and supervision equivalent to that applied to licensee personnel. 
ALARP radiation dose assessments cover all periodic shutdown activities. 
Effective processes are in place to screen, classify, and prioritise shutdown‑related incidents to ensure early correction of shortfalls.
Prior to the seeking of restart consent, confirm that arrangements ensure:
An agreed schedule of engagement with ONR is in place, including periodic shutdown reviews and the formal start‑up meeting. 
Findings from examination, maintenance, inspection, and testing are appropriately reviewed and assessed (including independent assessment where required) and presented to ONR as necessary. 
ONR is provided with evidence confirming satisfactory completion of all required activities and that the plant is fit to operate; any exceptions are managed in accordance with LC28. 
An adequate safety case supports operation until the next scheduled shutdown, or alternative proposals are defined where the full period cannot be justified. 
A periodic shutdown report is submitted to ONR within 28 days (or other agreed period), summarising outage activities and confirming completion of outstanding work
Ensure procedures are current, authorised and accurately reflect established practice and that they specify ONR consent requirements for plant restart where this has been directed by ONR.
Operating periods between declared periodic shutdowns are not exceeded without ONR agreement, with any such request treated as an amendment to the maintenance schedule.
Implementation of LC30 arrangements is routinely considered during shutdown inspections; however, explicit assessment of compliance may also be undertaken ahead of or during a periodic shutdown as part of planned regulatory activities. Inspectors should:
Confirm shutdown requirements in the maintenance schedule are planned for the current/next shutdown, supported by sampling and discussion with responsible personnel and that required programmes have been submitted to ONR and updated as directed. 
Sample safety documentation for plant access and isolation, covering major and minor permits, and confirm completion and sign‑off by SQEPs and, where required, DAPs. 
Establish that LC22, LC28, and LC21 requirements are satisfied before plant, equipment, or systems are declared available for service. 
Verify that no unauthorised changes to declared shutdown intervals have been incorporated into the maintenance schedule. 
During the outage, confirm completion of scheduled maintenance and modifications, or that robust plans and commitments are in place for outstanding work and clearly reflected in the start‑up request. 
Ensure the start‑up agenda addresses shutdown outcomes, current status, and the safety case supporting restart and operation to the next LC30 shutdown. 
Confirm that actions are clearly differentiated between those required before restart consent, those for inclusion in the 28‑day (or other agreed) report, and those on longer timescales. Review the 28‑day report to confirm it adequately records outage work, findings, completion status of outstanding activities, and any start‑up issues. Where adverse findings arise, seek specialist advice on continued operation and ensure reports are circulated to relevant assessors.
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