[image: ] 

ONR Transport Competent Authority Newsletter 
July to December 2025

Introduction 

Welcome to the latest newsletter from our Transport Competent Authority (TCA). 

ONR is the Competent Authority and Enforcing Authority for the civil carriage of Class 7 dangerous goods (radioactive material) in Great Britain (GB) by road and rail. These statutory duties are conferred on us by the Carriage of Dangerous Goods and Use of Transportable Pressure Equipment Regulations 2009 (CDG09), and the Energy Act 2013. 

As well as discharging our functions in respect of the above, the TCA also provides support to other UK competent authorities with respect to transport of Class 7 dangerous goods by sea and air, and by land in Northern Ireland. We are also the enforcing authority for the Ionising Radiations Regulations 2017 (IRR17) for civil transport.

The TCA provides generic guidance and support on how dutyholders may comply with relevant legal requirements via our website and stakeholder events.  

For advice on specific transport activities, dutyholders should consult their Radiation Protection Adviser (RPA) and/or Dangerous Goods Safety Adviser (DGSA). 

Inspections and compliance activity

We undertake a programme of planned compliance inspections of dutyholders that have transport responsibilities. Inspections are undertaken in person at dutyholders’ premises, at the roadside, or remotely. 

Between July and December 2025, we carried out a number of inspections of dutyholders transporting radioactive materials, including consigners, consignees, carriers, packaging manufacturers and freight forwarders. 

Inspection analysis indicates non-compliances are more frequently found in dutyholders’ arrangements for IRR17 Radiation Risk Assessments, IRR17 Contingency Plans, CDG09 Emergency Arrangements and ADR 1.7.3 Management Systems. 

Dutyholders are encouraged to consult their appointed RPAs and DGSAs and to ensure their arrangements are compliant. 

Non-compliances have been observed with complex consignments involving several organisations, particularly involving international or overseas-based organisations who may be less familiar with UK legislative requirements. 

Our future inspections will specifically consider organisations involved in complex consignments and the availability and provision of advice from UK-based RPAs/DGSAs.

Guidance relevant to transport compliance inspections is available on our website. Please contact class7@onr.gov.uk if you would like additional information about our transport inspection activity in future newsletters.

Contingency and Emergency Planning

There is a requirement for dutyholders with a CDG09 emergency plan to test it at least every three years and provide us with a report on the test’s outcome. 

If you have tested your CDG09 emergency plan recently, please send your report to class7@onr.gov.uk, if you haven’t already done so.

Guidance on emergency planning for transport incidents and transport radiation risk assessment is available from our website. 

Competent Authority Approval

Our ‘Applicants Guide' provides guidance to organisations applying to us for Competent Authority approval for new designs, renewal of existing approvals, validation of overseas approvals or modifications to approved designs. 

Copies of the regulatory reports justifying competent authority decisions to grant approval are available on our website, and a summary of approvals granted during the reporting period covered by this newsletter is provided in the annex.
 
Validation of QSA Global Inc. package designs

During the period covered by this newsletter, we validated seven QSA Global Inc. package design approvals granted by the US competent authority. 

Our validations identified that the definition of the authorised contents in the package design safety reports and the package operation and maintenance manuals were not aligned. 

Consequently, we have issued separate validation certificates specifying the authorised contents, rather than endorsing the US approval certificates as we have done in the past. 

Further regulatory interactions with QSA Global Inc. are planned to ensure that the configuration of safety cases and operational documentation are fully aligned for all QSA Global Inc. package designs operated within GB and other ADR signatory countries. 

Inspector Awareness Brief 24.004 (Use of non-OEM sources in QSA Global 880 packages) remains valid.

Enforcement

Where non-compliances are identified during inspections or following reported incidents, we will consider enforcement action in accordance with our Enforcement Policy Statement (EPS). 

Early in 2025, we served an improvement notice on Direct Rail Services Limited after failings were discovered within DRS’ management system for the procurement of nuclear services.

Direct Rail Services Limited has now made the required improvements and demonstrated compliance with relevant legislation. Further information on this is available from our website.

Incidents and operational experience

We are notified of transport incidents via our incident notification (INF1) reporting process; these incidents, along with previously reported incidents, are reviewed on a regular basis. This information is used to identify any trends/themes to allow us to better target our regulatory resources/provide appropriate guidance. 

In October, an incident occurred at an in-transit storage facility that required the attendance of the emergency services. 

During the incident review it was identified that the attending emergency services staff were not knowledgeable of the risks and hazards of the site and did not fully understand the warning signs present.

In response to this, a hazard marker has been placed on the facility at the emergency control centre which will inform any attending emergency services of the hazards before arriving. 

We have been asked to encourage dutyholders with in-transit storage facilities to consider informing their local police force of the location of the facility and request that a hazard marker be registered against it. If you are unable to find a contact for your local Police force, please contact ONR and we will assist.

Incidents should be reported using the process described on our website.




Security 

We are also the enforcing authority for the Nuclear Industries Security Regulations (NISR) 2003. 

Where NISR 2003 applies, dutyholders must have an approved transport security statement and ensure they comply with the stated standards, procedures and arrangements. 

If dutyholders wish to amend their transport security statement, they must gain our approval first.

While we would normally expect Class B carriers to follow arrangements in the Guide for Class B Carriers, they are also welcome to utilise the wider Security Assessment Principles for the Civil Nuclear Industry. 

If carriers are unsure of their legal obligations, the Nuclear Industries Security Regulations 2003 – Guidance for Inspectors provides helpful and clear guidance regarding this piece of law.

Radiological Protection

Before any civil transport of Class 7 dangerous goods occurs, the dutyholder must have a suitable and sufficient Radiation Risk Assessment for normal transport operations (this could be preparation of a package, loading, in-transit storage and unloading at its destination as well as carriage) and transport events (accidents, breakdowns, theft etc).

You can find transport radiation risk assessment guidance on our website.

[bookmark: _Changes_to_regulations]Changes to regulations and ONR guidance 

Inspector Awareness Briefs

Inspector Awareness Briefs (IABs) primarily inform inspectors about relevant topics; they identify the facts of a situation and identify actions for inspectors to consider. 

One IAB has been produced which can be used by dutyholders to adapt their arrangements to secure compliance with the law: 

Gilligan TecCase shielded pot compliance – identifies potential non-compliances associated with the use of the Gilligan Engineering Limited TecCase Type A package. 
 
It is important to note that we are not yet aware of any consequences to employees, the public or the environment from identified non-compliances with the law.

However, dutyholders using the Gilligan Engineering Limited TecCase Type A package should review the IAB and adapt their arrangements where necessary.

Authorisation 500

In 2021, we issued The Carriage of Dangerous Goods and Use of Transportable Pressure Equipment Regulations 2009 - Authorisation No. 500 (Rev. 2) after being approached at the Small User Liaison Group (SULG) and the Scottish Non-Nuclear Industries Liaison Group (SNNILG) in 2013. 

A request was made to address the misalignment of activity concentration limits in the Environmental Permitting Regulations 2016 (EPR)/Environmental Authorisation (Scotland) Regulations 2018 (EASR) (which would permit disposal to landfill) with the exemption limits in ADR and RID (which would exempt transports to be made in accordance with CDG09). 
 
An external consultation was undertaken, and a decision made not to include thorium and uranium in Authorisation 500. 
 
As Authorisation 500 is next scheduled for review on 30 April 2026, small users of radioactive material have been requested (via SULG and SNNILG) to provide the TCA with details of any specific issues they have encountered when disposing of waste containing uranium and thorium. The TCA will take the opportunity to try and address any issues.
 
Small users of radioactive material should be aware of the misalignment between EPR/EASR concentration limits and ADR/RID exemption limits for uranium and thorium as there is the potential for waste to be exempt from EPR/EASR, but not from CDG09.

International guidance

The TCA interfaces with other Competent Authorities across the world via bilateral and multilateral interactions, most notably through the UK representative on the IAEA Transport Safety Standards Committee (TRANSSC). 

In December, the IAEA issued Rev. 2 of SSR-6. Following the process for integration into model and modal regulations, the date for implementation via CDG09 is January 2029. 

Dutyholders should be aware that A1/A2 values in SSR6 Rev 2 have been revised. It is recommended that dutyholders review the new edition of SSR-6 and consider the potential impacts on their business and start planning for the 2029 implementation timescale.

If you are aware of any international engagements which we do not currently attend, and where our attendance would add value, contact us by emailing contact@onr.gov.uk. 

Stakeholder engagement

We attend engagements to provide feedback on inspections, notifiable incidents, and enforcement action to a range of different stakeholder groups. 

The Radioactive Materials Transport Users Committee (RAMTUC)
The Vehicle Certification Agency Dangerous Goods Seminar 
The Society for Radiological Protection Regulatory Requirements and Lessons Learnt in Radioactive Materials Transport event 

If you are aware of any stakeholder group/engagements which we do not currently attend, and where our attendance would add value, contact us by emailing contact@onr.gov.uk.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Refer to our webpage to see responses to FAQs, which is updated on a regular basis.  

Please note that we can only provide responses to FAQs which relate to legislation and guidance. For any other queries, please contact your appointed RPA or DGSA.

Whistleblowing (Protected Disclosures)

ONR is a ‘prescribed person’ under the Public Interest Disclosure Act 1998’ for the purpose of receiving “protected disclosures” (whistleblowing) from the nuclear industry and is responsible for considering and, if appropriate, acting on the information. Whistleblowers are protected by law.

Further details about reporting whistleblowing are available from our website.

Feedback/Contact Us

What information would you like to see in future TCA newsletters?

If you want to provide feedback, or need more information regarding the transport of Class 7 dangerous goods, our contact details are below:

E-mail: 	contact@onr.gov.uk








ANNEX - Summary of approvals granted during July 2025 to December 2025.

	Certificate Identification Mark
	Package Identification
	Issued to
	Issue Date
	Expiry Date

	GB/2773A/B(U) (Rev.11)
	SAFSHIED – Package Design No 2773A
	Croft Associates Ltd
	01/07/2025
	30/06/2030

	GB/3358N/B(M)F (Rev.0)
	1 Modular Flask
	Nuclear Restoration Services Ltd
	05/11/2025
	30/11/2030

	GB/3358P/B(M)F (Rev.0)
	1 1/2 Modular Flask
	Nuclear Restoration Services Ltd
	05/11/2025
	30/11/2030

	GB/4127/B(M)FT (Rev.0)
	TN Gemini or RD39
	Nuclear Restoration Services Ltd
	18/07/2025
	20/07/2030

	GB/1648C/B(M) (Rev.11)
	Transport Flask - Package Design No. 1648C (GB/1648C)
	International Nuclear Services Ltd (trading as Nuclear Transport Solutions)
	12/11/2025
	30/11/2030

	F/358/B(U)F (Rev.3)
	COG-OP-30B
	Orano NPS
	14/08/2025
	31/08/2027

	F/358/AF (Rev.4)
	COG-OP-30B
	Orano NPS
	14/08/2025
	31/05/2027

	F/358/IF (Rev.3)
	COG-OP-30B
	Orano NPS
	14/08/2025
	31/05/2027

	F/343/B(M)F (Rev.1)
	TN Gemini or RD39
	Orano NPS
	17/07/2025
	20/07/2030

	USA/6613/B(U) (Rev.0)
	Model 702
	QSA Global Inc
	10/12/2025
	29/02/2028

	USA/9187/B(U) (Rev.0)
	Model No. 865
	QSA Global Inc
	04/12/2025
	31/08/2028

	USA/9269/B(U) (Rev.0)
	Model 650L Source Changer
	QSA Global Inc
	08/12/2025
	30/11/2030

	USA/9296/B(U) (Rev.0)
	880 Series Package, comprising: 880SC, 880 Delta, 880 Sigma and 880 Elite
	QSA Global Inc
	13/11/2025
	31/05/2031

	USA/9314/B(U) (Rev.0)
	Model 976 Series
	QSA Global Inc
	10/12/2025
	31/07/2028

	USA/9357/B(U) (Rev.0)
	Model Nos. Sentry 110, Sentry 330 and Sentry 867
	QSA Global Inc
	24/11/2025
	31/05/2031

	USA/9371/B(U) (Rev.0)
	Model 360 series
	QSA Global Inc
	09/12/2025
	31/08/2028

	USA/9405/B(U) (Rev.0)
	Model 1100
	QSA Global Inc
	09/12/2025
	31/08/2030

	GB/3516B/AF (Rev.1)
	Uranic Materials Container Type 3516
	Springfields Fuels Ltd
	05/08/2025
	30/09/2030

	GB/3570/H(U) (Rev.7)
	48X or 48Y uranium hexafluoride cylinders with Blanket Thermal Protector
	Urenco UK Ltd
	01/08/2025
	31/07/2030

	GB/3571/H(U) (Rev.8)
	48X or 48Y Hex Package with Composite Thermal Protector
	Urenco UK Ltd
	01/08/2025
	31/07/2030

	GB/3572/H(U) (Rev.8)
	48X or 48Y uranium hexafluoride cylinders without thermal protection
	Urenco UK Ltd
	01/08/2025
	31/07/2030

	GB/3516A/AF (Rev.6)
	Uranic Materials Container Type 3516
	Springfields Fuels Ltd
	05/08/2025
	30/09/2030

	GB/3516A/IF (Rev.4)
	Uranic Materials Container Type 3516
	Springfields Fuels Ltd
	05/08/2025
	30/09/2030

	GB/3516C/AF (Rev.3)
	Uranic Materials Container Type 3516
	Springfields Fuels Ltd
	05/08/2025
	30/09/2030

	GB/3516C/IF (Rev.3)
	Uranic Materials Container Type 3516
	Springfields Fuels Ltd
	05/08/2025
	30/09/2030
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