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Acronyms 

Abbreviation Definition 

AGR Advanced Gas Cooled Reactor 

CFR Consultation Feedback Report 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

EIADR  Nuclear Reactors (Environmental Impact 
Assessment for Decommissioning) Regulations 1999 

ES Environmental Statement 

FAQ Frequently Asked Questions 

HGV Heavy Goods Vehicle 

HPA Hinkley Point A Nuclear Power Station 

HPB Hinkley Point B Nuclear Power Station 

HPC Hinkley Point C Nuclear Power Station 

Km Kilometre 

Kv Kilovolt 

NDA Nuclear Decommissioning Authority 

NSL Nuclear Site Licence 

NRS Nuclear Restoration Services 

ONR Office for Nuclear Regulation 

PRoW Public Rights of Way 

SSG Site Stakeholder Group 



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1999/2892/contents/made








https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5aafa4f2e5274a7fbe4fbacb/Consultation_Principles__1_.pdf
https://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/The%20Gunning%20Principles.pdf
https://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/The%20Gunning%20Principles.pdf
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Approaches outlined in Consultation Plan Evidence  

(Round 1) 

Evidence 

(Round 2) 

Project team and to make requests for hard copy/alternate format 
documentation, such as copies of information in different 
languages, large text format, braille, etc.  

Establishing a freepost address for those who want to respond in 
hard copy, through a hard copy feedback form or other 
correspondence such a letter/whitemail.  

Table 4-1                   Table 8-1

Establishing an email address to be provided on all consultation 
documents, the website and publicity materials to support 
stakeholders if they wish to contact the Applicant to discuss the 
proposals or the materials that are provided as part of the 
consultation.  

Paragraph 3.4.8 Paragraph 7.4.6 

 

2.2.5. In addition to the consultation activities set out in the Consultation Plan, the Applicant is committed 
to a programme of additional stakeholder engagement, including ongoing regular meetings with the 
established Hinkley Point A and B Site Stakeholder Group (SSG), monthly station newsletters and 
specialist interest meetings. 

2.2.6. The Hinkley Point A and B SSG is an independently chaired group who meet regularly (up to 4 times 
a year). The group is made up of representatives of local councils, non-governmental organisations 
and other interested stakeholders and staff representatives. SSG meetings provide opportunities for 
stakeholders in the local community to: 

receive reports and provide information; 
ask questions and hold the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA), regulators and operators to 
account; 
review, comment on and influence strategies, plans, decisions and achievements; and 
represent local views at national level through direct meetings with the NDA, Nuclear Restoration 
Services, Nuclear Waste Services and attendance at annual conferences, and participation in 
consultations.  
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Figure 3-1 - Screenshots of the virtual exhibition space 

 

 

 

Promotion of the consultation  

Posters 

3.4.24. Posters notifying local communities of the consultation were distributed to poster sites, such as local 
notice boards and other accessible locations, across the Core and Outer Consultation Zones. A 
copy of the poster is provided in Appendix D.  

Letters to stakeholders 

3.4.25. Letters were sent out by the Applicant to stakeholders identified as having an interest in the 
proposals, listed in Appendix B. The letter contained information on the consultation, how to access 
the information and how to respond. Copies of the letters are provided in Appendix D. 











https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2018/12/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2018/12/contents
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5.2.7. Two respondents rated the consultation promotion as Average, while one rated it Good and another 
Very good. 
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6 Comments received by topic 

6.1 Introduction  
6.1.1. This section summarises the representations received from all consultees. The representations set 

out below are reported by topic in alphabetical order. 

6.1.2. The issues raised are set out in Appendix E of this report alongside how they have been 
considered and responded to by the Applicant. 

6.2 Consultation  
6.2.1. Comments in relation to the consultation broadly fell in to three categories which are set out under 

the subheadings below. 

Consultation events 

6.2.2. A member of the public commented that the consultation event at Cannington Court was interesting, 
and the personnel were engaging while answering questions. 

Consultation materials 

6.2.3. Several responses requested copies of the consultation materials, including the consultation 
document and the questionnaire. This included organisations such as the Somerset Wildlife Trust 
and the West of England Combined Authority. These materials were sent to the respondents. 

6.2.4. A councillor from Bridgwater Town Council also asked to be included in Project communications and 
to be sent any informational materials as they become available. 

Consultation approach 

6.2.5. A member of the public suggested that the consultation should have had more information on why 
HPB is being decommissioned now rather than remaining operational for longer. 

6.2.6. Somerset County Council expressed support for the approach to engagement, noting that the 
Applicant is actively engaging with the local community, the local planning authorities and other 
stakeholders and that the approach to engagement would be considered best practice under the 
Town and Country Planning Act 19909 (TCPA 1990). 

6.2.7. Somerset County Council suggested that a similar approach to engagement should continue to be 
used for future planning applications related to HPB decommissioning, including a number of new 
buildings for the management of waste that will require planning consent. 

Summary of the Applicants response  

6.2.8. The Applicant is pleased to be able to share their current knowledge of the decommissioning 
proposals at such an early stage of the development of the proposals and satisfied that there was a 

 

 

 

9 UK Government (1990) Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (Online). Available at: Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 (legislation.gov.uk) (Accessed August 2024) 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/contents








https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/596/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/596/contents
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6.7 Health and safety
6.7.1. A member of the public said that monitoring for any radioactive dust emitted during deconstruction is

important and that any approach which could minimise the risk of radioactive dust being emitted 
should be taken.

6.7.2. Another member of the public expressed concern about the safety of nuclear energy and the
potential for any nuclear-related incident. 

Summary of the Applicants response

6.7.3. Safety will remain a key factor in decision making during the further development and progression of
the decommissioning proposals. The movement of radioactive waste is subject to specific risk 
assessment under specific legislation to ensure risk of any safety or exposure is minimal.

6.7.4. Full responses to issues raised in the Round 1 consultation are outlined in Appendix E 

6.8 Information request
6.8.1. Information requests broadly fell in to three categories which are set out below.

Infrastructure

6.8.2. A member of the public asked for information regarding electricity infrastructure. This included a
request for information on whether 400 kv power lines and pylons were going to remain to service 
HPC and HPB during decommissioning, as well as a request for information on what will happen to 
the 275 kv power lines which connected HPA to the grid and also had a link to HPB.

Employment

6.8.3. A member of the public requested information on the number of staff/contractors on site at any one
time during early decommissioning. 

Waste

6.8.4. Somerset County Council requested information on the quantities of radioactive and conventional
wastes that will be produced during decommissioning. They noted that as the waste planning 
authority for Somerset, this information, in particular in relation to conventional wastes include inert 
waste and asbestos/asbestos containing materials, would be useful for the Council to ensure that it 
can inform a forthcoming review of the Waste Core Strategy Development Plan Document up to 
2028 (2013)12 to ensure assumptions made in a recent waste need assessment are appropriate.

 

 

 

12 Somerset County Council (2013) Waste Core Strategy Development Plan Document up to 2028 (Online). 
Available at: 
somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Waste/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FWa
ste%2FSomerset Waste Core Strategy%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FWaste&p=true&ga=1 
(Accessed August 2024). 

https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Waste/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FWaste%2FSomerset%20Waste%20Core%20Strategy%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FWaste&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Waste/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FWaste%2FSomerset%20Waste%20Core%20Strategy%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FWaste&p=true&ga=1
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Summary of the Applicants response  

6.8.5. The Applicant recognises the request to understand the number of staff and contractors on site at 
any one time during early decommissioning. The workforce at HPB is key to the successful delivery 
of the work at the Site now and in the future. The Applicant and Magnox Ltd are working together 
closely to understand the staffing requirements for deconstruction following the end of defueling. 
Further information regarding the assumptions regarding employment at HPB through the 
decommissioning works will be provided in the Environmental Statement 

6.8.6. Information on the quantities of radioactive and conventional wastes that will be produced during 
decommissioning will be shared as part of the Environmental Statement under the EIADR. 

6.8.7. Full responses to issues raised in the Round 1 consultation are outlined in Appendix E.     

6.9 Quiescence phase  
6.9.1. A member of the public was concerned about the potential hazards of natural disasters and war 

during the Quiescence phase, and the potential safety impacts these events could have on HPB. 

Summary of the Applicants response  

6.9.2. The Applicant recognises the concern with regard to potential hazards of natural disasters and war, 
particularly during the Quiescence phase. Safety will remain a key factor in decision making during 
the further development and progression of the decommissioning proposals.  

6.9.3. Full responses to issues raised in the Round 1 consultation are outlined in Appendix E.  

6.10 Socioeconomics  
6.10.1. Comments in relation to socioeconomics broadly fell in to five categories which are set out below. 

Employment opportunities/impacts 

6.10.2. The Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership suggested that the current construction 
and commissioning of two new reactors at HPC should be considered in terms of transition to 
employment from HPB to HPC but also the cumulative impacts of demobilisation of the HPC 
construction workforce. 

6.10.3. The Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership also proposed that clear pathways and 
alignment should be established with the aim of transitioning the local workforce to other sectors and 
opportunities and creating a socio-economic strategy that seeks to understand the transferrable 
skills from HPC construction roles to HPB decommissioning activity. 

Business opportunities/impacts 

6.10.4. The Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership said that both the Heart of the South 
West Local Enterprise Partnership and the Local Authorities have invested in the Hinkley Supply 
Chain Service for almost a decade and should be continued, to support SMEs to access 
decommissioning Contracts. 

6.10.5. The Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership also suggested that the socio-economic 
strategy for decommissioning needs to align with the Legacy Plan for HPC to ensure that the supply 
chain is supported to transition to other sectors and opportunities. 
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6.10.6. The Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership emphasised the importance of learning 
from the interventions that were put in place to mitigate the impacts of HPC and maximise the 
economic opportunities, suggesting that consideration is given to the cumulative impact if work at 
HPB overlaps the construction time period of HPC. 

6.10.7. The Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership also recognised that Somerset and the 
wider South West region has significant capability and capacity to be well placed to support other 
emerging nuclear technologies, using the nomination of Bridgwater Bay for the siting of the STEP 
Fusion Test Reactor within the long list of 15 sites as an example of this. 

Education/training 

6.10.8. The Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership stated that they have knowledge and 
experience from supporting HPC which showed that given sufficient time, information and support 
with revenue and capital costs, training institutions can help to deliver nuclear sector skills 
requirements. They also noted that any Skills & Training Strategy developed for decommissioning 
should align with the Legacy work for HPC and implement good practice. 

6.10.9. The Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership also noted that the National College for 
Nuclear linked to the Institute of Technology together with the Local Skills Improvement Plans are all 
important tools in developing new skills requirements. 

Relevant policies 

6.10.10. Sedgemoor District Council identified that there are other relevant policies in the Sedgemoor Local 
Plan 2011-2032 (2019)13 that should be scoped in relation to considering socio-economic impacts, in 
particular policies MIP1 Major Infrastructure Proposals, D15 Economic Prosperity and D35 Local 
Services. 

6.10.11. Sedgemoor District Council suggested that further details should be added to the Somerset school 
pupils statistics from the School Place Planning Infrastructure Growth Plan.  

6.10.12. Sedgemoor District Council also suggested that greater reference was made to the Adopted West 
Somerset Local Plan to 2032 (2016)14, the Taunton Deane Core Strategy 2011 - 2028 (2012)15, the 

 

 

 
13 Sedgemoor District Council (2019) Sedgemoor Local Plan 2011-2032 (Online). Available at:  
somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning and 
Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning and Land%2FPlanning Policy%2FSedgemoor Local 
Plan 2011-2032 Adoption Version%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning and Land%2FPlanning 
Policy&p=true&ga=1 (Accessed August 2024).  
14 West Somerset Council (2016) Adopted West Somerset Local Plan to 2032 (Online). Available at: 
somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning and 
Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning and Land%2FPlanning Policy%2FSWT - West 
Somerset Local Plan%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning and Land%2FPlanning Policy&p=true&ga=1 
(Accessed August 2024).  
15 Taunton Deane Borough Council (2012) Taunton Deane Borough Council Adopted Core Strategy 2011-2028 (Online). 
Available at: somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning and 
Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning and Land%2FPlanning Policy%2FSWT - Taunton 
Core Strategy 2011-2028%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning and Land%2FPlanning 
Policy&p=true&ga=1 (Accessed August 2024).  

https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning%20and%20Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy%2FSedgemoor%20Local%20Plan%202011%2D2032%20Adoption%20Version%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning%20and%20Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy%2FSedgemoor%20Local%20Plan%202011%2D2032%20Adoption%20Version%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning%20and%20Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy%2FSedgemoor%20Local%20Plan%202011%2D2032%20Adoption%20Version%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning%20and%20Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy%2FSedgemoor%20Local%20Plan%202011%2D2032%20Adoption%20Version%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning%20and%20Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy%2FSWT%20%2D%20West%20Somerset%20Local%20Plan%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning%20and%20Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy%2FSWT%20%2D%20West%20Somerset%20Local%20Plan%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning%20and%20Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy%2FSWT%20%2D%20West%20Somerset%20Local%20Plan%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning%20and%20Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy%2FSWT%20%2D%20Taunton%20Core%20Strategy%202011%2D2028%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning%20and%20Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy%2FSWT%20%2D%20Taunton%20Core%20Strategy%202011%2D2028%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning%20and%20Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy%2FSWT%20%2D%20Taunton%20Core%20Strategy%202011%2D2028%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning%20and%20Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy%2FSWT%20%2D%20Taunton%20Core%20Strategy%202011%2D2028%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy&p=true&ga=1
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Sedgemoor Employment Land Review (2016)16 and the Sedgemoor Local Plan 2011 - 2032 (2019)17 
when calculating the baseline for developments in Somerset.  

Relevant statistics 

6.10.13. Sedgemoor District Council considered that the Scoping Report lacks quantitative information on the 
scale/type of workforce needed for each decommissioning phase, and how this compares to the 
existing baseline, or the future baseline at end of defueling, suggesting that it is difficult to draw any 
sort of conclusion on what should be scoped in or out from a socio-economic perspective. 

Summary of the Applicants response 

6.10.14. The Applicant and Magnox Ltd understand the importance that existing station staff can play in 
decommissioning and are working together on a people plan for the Site for decommissioning. The 
EIA of the HPB decommissioning works will assess the socioeconomic impact of the 
decommissioning of HPB. The Site will transfer to Magnox Ltd for the delivery of the majority of the 
decommissioning activities. The NDA is already undertaking significant work to understand the 
socio-economic impact of nuclear decommissioning works on local communities.  

6.10.15. Full responses to issues raised in the Round 1 consultation are outlined in Appendix E. 

6.11 Traffic and transport  
6.11.1. Comments in relation to traffic and transport broadly fell in to four categories which are set out 

below. 

Involvement of Highway Authorities 

6.11.2. Somerset County Council supported the approach to traffic and transport in relation to involving 
Council officers where required. They noted that the traffic and transport chapter confirms that the 
details of any committed development that the Highway Authorities suggest need to be specifically 
considered due to scale of impact on the Study Area will be agreed with highways officers. 
Somerset County Council proposed that they will then be able to provide up to date information in 
respect of the Hinkley Point C Connection Project programme and how the impacts are being 
managed. 

Road infrastructure 

6.11.3. The Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership suggested that the road infrastructure 
improvements that have been put in place for HPC will also benefit HPB and will support additional 
transport movements. 

 

 

 
16 Sedgemoor District Council (2016) Employment Land Review.  
17 Sedgemoor District Council (2019) Sedgemoor Local Plan 2011-2032 (Online). Available at:  
somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning and 
Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning and Land%2FPlanning Policy%2FSedgemoor Local 
Plan 2011-2032 Adoption Version%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning and Land%2FPlanning 
Policy&p=true&ga=1 (Accessed August 2024). 

https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning%20and%20Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy%2FSedgemoor%20Local%20Plan%202011%2D2032%20Adoption%20Version%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning%20and%20Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy%2FSedgemoor%20Local%20Plan%202011%2D2032%20Adoption%20Version%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning%20and%20Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy%2FSedgemoor%20Local%20Plan%202011%2D2032%20Adoption%20Version%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning%20and%20Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy%2FSedgemoor%20Local%20Plan%202011%2D2032%20Adoption%20Version%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy&p=true&ga=1
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Decommissioning waste 

6.12.6. Somerset County Council requested that the potential reuse opportunities of any new buildings 
constructed as part of decommissioning is considered, particularly the Decommissioning Waste 
Processing Facility and Operational Waste Processing Facility, noting the need for further waste 
management facilities during the final dismantling and site clearance phase. 

Waste principles 

6.12.7. Somerset County Council suggested that they would strongly encourage the application of the waste 
hierarchy in respect of considering waste management options as part of the decommissioning 
process. 

Summary of the Applicants response  

6.12.8. During decommissioning, radioactive and non-radioactive waste will be produced. Waste will be 
managed in accordance with government policy and legislation in a way that protects people and the 
environment, and in accordance with the principles of a waste hierarchy to minimise waste, re-use 
and recycle.  

6.12.9. Full responses to issues raised in the Round 1 consultation are outlined in Appendix E. 





https://www.edfenergy.com/energy/power-stations/hinkley-point-b
https://www.edfenergy.com/energy/power-stations/hinkley-point-b
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7.4.10. Members of the Project team were on hand at the public exhibition events to answer questions from 
members of the public. These included specialists from a range of technical and nontechnical 
disciplines, including from the Consents, Environment, Operations and Consultation teams. A 
member of Nuclear Restoration Services staff was also in attendance at the public exhibition events. 
Exhibition boards explaining the proposals were displayed at all venues. 

Document deposit locations  

7.4.11. Reference copies of consultation documents were available to view free of charge during the 
consultation period at three libraries within the Consultation Zone (see paragraph 2.2.3). These 
locations are detailed below in Table 7-2. Figure 7-1 below shows materials on display at 
Bridgwater Library.  

Table 7-2 - Round 2 Document deposit locations  

Document deposit location Address 

The Thomas Poole Library Castle Street, Nether Stowey, Bridgwater TA5 1LN 

Hinkley Point Visitor Centre Cannington Court, Church Street, Cannington, Bridgwater TA5 2HA 

Bridgwater Library Binford Place, Bridgwater TA6 3LF 

 

Figure 7-1 - Materials on display at Bridgwater Library 
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Figure 7-2 - Screenshots from the Round 2 virtual exhibition space 

 

 

 







https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2018/12/contents
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9 Analysis of closed questions 

9.1.1. During the consultation period, no responses were received via the feedback form. 
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structure offshore from the face of the sea wall and the cooling water discharge tunnel from the sea 
wall to the head of an open discharge tunnel cut into the rock. The Agency advised that these areas 
of interest may be subject to a marine license under the Marine and Coastal Act 200919, and they 
would have to be consulted in such a case. 

10.4.6. NATS Safeguarding considered that they were likely to be consultees in respect of the activity and 
would be happy to confirm whether they anticipate any impact and advise in respect of whether they 
require further consultation once the outline proposals are received.  

10.4.7. National Highways requested pre-application discussions with the Applicant prior to the ES 
submission.  

Summary of the Applicants response 

10.4.8. The Applicant acknowledges the responses received suggesting that the Applicant continues to 
engage with stakeholders as the decommissioning process continues. The Site Licensee will 
continue to engage with local communities and stakeholders via the Hinkley Point A and B SSG, 
which includes local community councils, local councillors, and Somerset Council. There will also be 
future opportunities for engagement on the decommissioning proposals.  

10.4.9. Full responses to issues raised in the Round 2 consultation are outlined in Appendix I. 

10.5 Environment  
10.5.1. Comments in relation to the environment broadly fell in to eight categories which are set out under 

the subheadings below. 

Assessments approach 

10.5.2. Somerset Council requested that the decommissioning proposals are placed in the context of the 
construction project happening at HPC.  

Air quality  

10.5.3. Somerset Council stated that their Environmental Health team have no concerns regarding air 
quality. They also noted that the Environmental Health Officer is not aware of any air quality or noise 
issues arising from the works at HPA. 

Cumulative Impacts 

10.5.4. Somerset Council requested that a thorough assessment and account is taken of the cumulative 
impacts of the decommissioning works of HPB, the new nuclear build of HPC and the Hinkley Point 
C Connection Project for National Grid. 

Flood risk and surface water 

10.5.5. Somerset Council acknowledged that there will not be an increase in impermeable surfaces and 
therefore surface water. They requested that consideration is taken when removing buildings and 

 

 

 
19 UK Government (2009). The Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 (Online). Available at: Marine and Coastal Access Act 
2009 (legislation.gov.uk). (Accessed August 2024).  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2009/23/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2009/23/contents


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2


 

Decommissioning of Hinkley Point B Nuclear Power Station PUBLIC | WSP
EDF Nuclear Generation Limited August 2024
  Page 46 of 53

Mitigation measures  

10.5.14. Somerset Council noted that as planning permission is sought for the demolition of structures, 
building new facilities and cladding existing buildings, 10% minimum Biodiversity Net Gain is 
required by law. They also noted that the Local Planning Authority will be looking to ensure this is 
achieved and they have developed a Biodiversity Net Gain guidance document. 

10.5.15. Somerset Council requested that light pollution is minimised from buildings or areas that need to be 
lit and for night-time working practices. They asked that plans for light spill are shared with the Local 
Planning Authority to demonstrate minimum light pollution to the surrounding sensitive wildlife areas. 

10.5.16. Somerset Council stated that an Environmental Management Plan will be key and requested that 
this plan is compiled with input from the Local Planning Authority, through Somerset Ecology 
Services. The Council also considered the Environmental Management Plan to be key to dealing 
with the potential impacts to air quality, noise and vibration. They requested that the plan gives 
specific and detailed information about any risks and how they can be reduced or managed. 

10.5.17. Somerset Council sought views from South West Heritage who commented that a protocol for 
Archaeological Discovery is a reasonable response to the potential for archaeological or 
palaeontological discoveries made during any work effecting the marine environment or strata likely 
to include fossil evidence. 

Summary of the Applicants response 

10.5.18. The Applicant notes the concern for potential environmental effects as a result of the 
decommissioning process. An EIA has been prepared in accordance with the EIADR. The EIA 
assesses the likely significant effects of the Proposed Works on the environment and identified the 
measures to mitigate these effects where required.   

10.5.19. Full responses to issues raised in the Round 2 consultation are outlined in Appendix I. 

10.6 General  
10.6.1. General comments broadly fell in to two categories which are set out under the subheadings below. 

Consents and licensing approach/policy 

10.6.2. Somerset Council noted that the National Planning Policy for Waste (2014)21 should be considered 
when assessing the capacity of the existing and potential transport infrastructure to support the 
sustainable movement of waste and the Somerset Wast Core Strategy should be considered when 
assessing the impact of waste management on the road network and other modes of transport. 

10.6.3. Somerset Council said that a Construction Management Plan and Travel Plan would provide the 
detail needed to properly assess impacts and the necessary mitigation.  

 

 

 
21 Department for Communities and Local Government (2014) National Planning Policy for Waste (Online) Available at: 
ttps://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7ef594e5274a2e8ab4946c/141015_National_Planning_Policy_for_Waste.
pdf (Accessed August 2024).  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7ef594e5274a2e8ab4946c/141015_National_Planning_Policy_for_Waste.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7ef594e5274a2e8ab4946c/141015_National_Planning_Policy_for_Waste.pdf


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/contents
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning%20and%20Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy%2FSWT%20%2D%20West%20Somerset%20Local%20Plan%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning%20and%20Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy%2FSWT%20%2D%20West%20Somerset%20Local%20Plan%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Planning%20and%20Land/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy%2FSWT%20%2D%20West%20Somerset%20Local%20Plan%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FPlanning%20and%20Land%2FPlanning%20Policy&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Waste/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FWaste%2FSomerset%20Waste%20Core%20Strategy%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FWaste&p=true&ga=1
https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Waste/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FWaste%2FSomerset%20Waste%20Core%20Strategy%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FWaste&p=true&ga=1




https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/596/contents
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Summary of the Applicants response 

10.9.4. The Applicant notes the comments raised and will continue to engage with Somerset Council on 
these matters as the Project progresses.   

10.9.5. Full responses to issues raised in the Round 2 consultation are outlined in Appendix I.  

10.10 Traffic and transport  
10.10.1. Comments in relation to traffic and transport broadly fell in to five categories which are set out under 

the subheadings below. 

Approach to assessment 

10.10.2. National Highways noted that a Transport Assessment considering the worst case year for 
increased traffic movements is to be undertaken. They requested to be included in discussions 
regarding the scope of this exercise, considering both HGV and workforce impacts to inform the in-
combination assessment of other projects in the locality. National Highways also requested that 
other projects in the locality are appropriately considered in the Traffic and Transport Assessment, 
including the construction of HPC and Gravity. 

Local highways  

10.10.3. Somerset Council as the Local Highways Authority requested information regarding the 
management of movements including, specific times vehicles will leave the Site, will the vehicles 
avoid AM and PM traffic periods, directional signage positions for the proposed routes and other 
information. The Council requested further information regarding the evidence that the 
decommissioning works will contribute an 1% increase to HGV movements on the local highway 
network, so they can review the conclusions in the Consultation Document. 

10.10.4. Somerset Council expressed concern that the cumulative impact of the decommissioning works at 
HPA have not been considered in the Traffic Assessment and other themes throughout the 
Environmental Statement. They also expressed concern that the cumulative impacts of HPA and 
HPC have not been considered in the Traffic Assessment but noted that they were included in the 
discussions about noise and vibration. The Council suggested that improvements or a controlled 
crossing may be needed for the intersection at Wick Moor Drove to make the crossing point safer for 
walkers, cyclists and equestrians once the traffic movements increase in relation to the 
decommissioning works. 

10.10.5. National Highways noted that the traffic routes associated with the decommissioning proposals will 
impact Junction 24 and Junction 23 of the M5. National Highways also requested further 
engagement prior to the submission of the ES as they welcome the opportunity to input into this 
workstream to ensure outputs consider interests and assumptions appropriately in order to inform 
the ES. 

Public rights of way 

10.10.6. Somerset Council proposed that they will revisit the potential to provide permissive access to the 
Site, in light of the diversion of the King Charles III England Coast Path being in place for longer 
than expected. Somerset Council also expressed concern that public rights of way may increase 
over time and come into conflict with the associated traffic as a result of the proposed works. 



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7ef594e5274a2e8ab4946c/141015_National_Planning_Policy_for_Waste.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-radioactive-waste-and-material-inventory-2022/uk-radioactive-waste-inventory-2022
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11 Summary and next steps 

11.1.1. This CFR demonstrates the pre-application consultation undertaken by the Applicant to inform its 
proposals to decommission HPB.   

11.1.2. It demonstrates the methods employed to reach as many people as possible, culminating in the 
Round 1 public exhibition events and online virtual exhibition in October and November 2022. 
Important issues were raised by local communities and stakeholders as part of the consultation, and 
these have been addressed through development and environmental assessment work. Responses 
to the issues raised are set out in Appendix E. 

11.1.3. Further opportunity for stakeholders to feed into the development of the final proposals was 
subsequently provided through a further round of pre-application consultation (Round 2) from April 
to May 2024. Important issues were also raised by local communities and stakeholders as part of 
the consultation, and responses to these issues raised are set out in Appendix I.    

11.1.4. The Applicant is committed to an ongoing process of engagement with the community and 
stakeholders ahead of, during, and after submission of the ES to the ONR in 2024 to obtain EIADR 
consent for decommissioning. The Applicant will continue to engage with local communities and 
stakeholders via the Hinkley Point A and B SSG, which includes local community councils, local 
councillors, and Somerset Council. There will also be future opportunities for engagement on 
various elements of the decommissioning proposals.  
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Appendix B 
Consultation Stakeholder List - 
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Introduction

These proposals for decommissioning 
are subject to further development.  
We are holding this consultation 
now to get your views to inform 
the decommissioning proposals 
pd]pĂsehhĂ^aĂoq^ieppa`ĂpkĂpdaĂKbĄ_aĂ
for Nuclear Regulation (ONR) for 
approval before decommissioning 
can proceed.  

Our consultation will run from 10 
October 2022 to 21 November 
2022 . This consultation document 
provides an overview of our 
proposals for decommissioning, 
including information on the 
currently proposed decommissioning 
process, how we propose to manage 
waste, and how we will respect the 
environment and local communities. 
Your views are important to us 
and we encourage you to provide 
baa`^]_g*ĂUkqĂ_]jĂĄj`ĂkqpĂiknaĂ
online at ww.edfenergy.com/hinkley-
point-b or by visiting one of our 
in-person events (please see page 18 
for further details)

EDF is preparing 
proposals to 
decommission the 
Hinkley Point B nuclear 
power station in 
Somerset. 
Hinkley Point B stopped generating 
electricity in August 2022 after 46 
years of service. Over the next few 
years EDF will remove the used fuel 
from the reactors and prepare for 
the decommissioning of the nuclear 
power station. Decommissioning will 
involve dismantling and demolition 
of plant and buildings on the Hinkley 
Point B site. 

It is anticipated that decommissioning 
will start in 2026 and will take many 
decades to complete. The majority of 
buildings, with the exception of the 
reactor buildings, will be demolished 
over a period of around 12 years 
after end of generation. Following 
a long period of inactivity, around 
70 years, when the reactor buildings 
are maintained in a safe, quiescent 
state, the remaining site will be 
decommissioned. Whilst future uses 
of the site will not be achieved for 
many decades, our decommissioning 
proposals are a stepped approach 
to dismantling and decontamination 
towards an end state, allowing for 
o]baĂn]`ek]_peraĂ`a_]uĂlneknĂpkĂĄj]hĂ
site clearance.
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Indicative Dismantling Works Area
(“Works Area”)

“We are proud of 
everything this station 
and its workforce have 
given to Somerset 
and indeed the 
country over decades 
of operation. The 
huge amount of zero 
carbon electricity that 
has been produced 
could have met the 
needs of every home 
in the South West for 
33 years. Now our 
attention turns to 
the job of defueling 
the power station 
and working closely 
with the NDA and 
Magnox to develop 
our proposals for 
decommissioning.”
Mike Davies,  
Station Director

Source: Esri, Maxar, GeoEye, Earthstar 
Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, 

AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community

Hinkley Point B 
Power Station

Reactor 4 at Hinkley Point B under construction

Hinkley Point B (1976)

Hinkley Point B (1971)

Hinkley Point B main control room
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Hinkley Point B Power Station
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Indicative Dismantling Works Area
(“Works Area”)

Hinkley Point B has generated 311 terawatt hours (TWh) of electricity since 
¨mno nti^cmjidudib oj oc` bmd_ di ,421' `ijpbc oj kjr`m \gg oc` cjh`n di oc`
South-west for over 33 years and is the most productive nuclear site the UK 
has ever had. It has employed hundreds of long-term skilled jobs for local 
communities in Somerset and beyond.

Construction works start on the Hinkley Point B Nuclear 
Power Station.1967

1976

1996

1997

1999

2007

2012

Construction works complete, and the power station 
op]npoĂcajan]pejcĂhksĂ_]n^kjĂaha_pne_epu*ĂEpĂeoĂpdaĂĄnopĂ

British advanced gas cooled reactor (AGR) to start 
generating and was originally expected to operate for a 
period of 25 years.

PdaĂQG§oĂąaapĂkbĂ=CNoĂ]naĂlner]peoa`*ĂPdeoĂoecjeĄaoĂpdaĂ
site split of Hinkley Point B from Hinkley Point A.

Planned operations at Hinkley Point B extended by 10 
years to 2011.

Neighbouring Hinkley Point A Power Station ends 
generation.

Planned operations at Hinkley Point B extended by 5 
years to 2016.

Generating life of Hinkley Point B extended to 2023, 
with a +/- 2 years proviso.

“We are proud of 
everything this station 
and its workforce have 
given to Somerset 
and indeed the 
country over decades 
of operation. The 
huge amount of zero 
carbon electricity that 
has been produced 
could have met the 
needs of every home 
in the South West for 
33 years. Now our 
attention turns to 
the job of defueling 
the power station 
and working closely 
with the NDA and 
Magnox to develop 
our proposals for 
decommissioning.”
Mike Davies,  
Station Director 2022

2020
EDF decides that Hinkley Point B will stop generating 
electricity and move into the defueling phase in 2022.

Hinkley Point B ends generation on 1 August 2022, 
bringing to an end 46 years of zero carbon generation.

Commencement of a programme of work to remove the 
used fuel from the two reactors.

Reactor 4 at Hinkley Point B under construction

Hinkley Point B (1976)

Hinkley Point B (1971)

Hinkley Point B main control room
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Our focus is now to safely deliver the 
station into the decommissioning 
process, ultimately restoring the 
site for future use. Over the next 
three and a half years EDF will safely 
remove the used fuel from the 
reactors, which represents over 99% 
of the radioactive material from the 
site. 

After defueling, in accordance with 
an agreement EDF has made with 
UK Government, the Hinkley Point B 
site will be transferred to the Nuclear 
Decommissioning Authority (NDA) 
subject to regulatory approvals, with 

Magnox becoming the new Site 
Licence Company and undertaking 
the decommissioning activities.

The decommissioning proposals 
presented here are our latest 
assumptions informed by our 
experience in operating and 
refuelling the reactors since 
1976, knowledge of the reactor 
and generating technology, and 
preparations for decommissioning 
over many years. Further 
development of the decommissioning 
proposals is underway. EDF 
is working closely with NDA 

page 6 I Consultation Document Hinkley Point B Decommissioning  

and Magnox to ensure that 
decommissioning works can start 
promptly following transfer. Your 
feedback and the ongoing work with 
Magnox to align our thinking and 
arrangements for decommissioning 
will shape the development of 
decommissioning proposals for 
Hinkley Point B, as we explore the 
potential opportunities resulting 
from collaboration and transfer. The 
decommissioning proposals will be 
subject to ongoing engagement and 
approvals from the ONR and the 
Environment Agency (EA). 

Since 1976 Hinkley Point B has generated 
low carbon electricity for 81 million homes

Like taking every car 
off UK’s roads for more 
than 18 months

Avoiding 101.5m tonnes 
of CO2 emissions*

&sdajĂ_kil]na`ĂpkĂ`ena_pĂaieooekjoĂkbĂ_ki^eja`Ă_u_haĂc]oĂpqn^ejaoĂxĂ]hhĂĄcqnaoĂnkqj`a`ĂpkĂpdaĂja]naopĂdqj`na`Ăpdkqo]j`
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How will the decommissioning of Hinkley Point B 
be undertaken? 

What will be happening 
over the next few years?
EDF’s objective over the next few 
years is the safe and effective delivery 
of ‘fuel free’ reactors, ready to be 
decommissioned. 

•	 There are around 300 fuel 
channels in each reactor, all 
of which need to be carefully 
emptied.

•	 A fuelling machine removes the 
fuel assembly from a channel and 
each fuel element is temporarily 
stored in a cooling pond.

•	 Once cooled, the fuel is packaged, 
and loaded into a container called 
]Ăą]og*ĂPdaĂą]ogĂeoĂpn]jolknpa`Ă
^uĂpn]ejĂpkĂOahh]Ąah`ĂejĂ?qi^ne]Ă
where it is further cooled and 
stored until it can be disposed of.

•	 During the defueling phase, an 
]ran]caĂkbĂpdnaaĂą]ogoĂ]ĂsaagĂ
will be transported by road from 
Hinkley Point B to the railhead for 
kjs]n`Ăpn]rahĂ^uĂn]ehĂpkĂOahh]Ąah`*Ă
This phase will take around 3 and 
a half years to complete.

Once the spent fuel has been 
removed from the reactors, 
decommissioning can start. 

Towards a 
decommissioning plan
Over the next few years we 
will be working with NDA and 
Magnox to develop the plans for 
decommissioning. To date, different 
options for decommissioning have 
been considered including:  

•	 In-situ decommissioning, where 
the power station is entombed 
or mounded and left for a 300 
year period. This option was 
discounted by studies in the 1990s 
due to potential risks to the public 
and the environment, the long 
timescales and constraint on re-
use of the site. 

•	 Prompt dismantling, where the 
reactor and associated radioactive 
material is dismantled and 
removed early from the site. Initial 
studies into AGR decommissioning 
discounted this option due to 
hazardous dose rates during earlier 
na]_pknĂ`eoi]jphejc(ĂoecjeĄ_]jphuĂ
higher volumes of radioactive 
s]opa(Ă]j`ĂoecjeĄ_]jphuĂdecdanĂ
costs. 

•	 Deferred dismantling, the 
current approach for the 
decommissioning of Hinkley 
Point B involves the removal 
of radioactive mobile wastes 
and redundant buildings and 
equipment in the early stages of 
decommissioning. Only the reactor 
buildings are retained to enable 
the decay of radioactive material 
in a Safestore for a surveillance 
period, after which the remaining 
structures are dismantled, and 
radioactive waste removed.

Consultation Document Hunterston B Decommissioning I page 1

Contractor 
Compound

Turbine and Reactor 
Buildings (including 
Fuel Cooling Ponds)

400 kv substation

Hinkley Point B 

Administration and 
Ancillary Buildings

HPB Site Car Park

Administration and 
Ancillary Buildings

Hinkley Point A 

HPB Site Access
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T 0 years

•	 Most 
conventional 
buildings 
demolished

•	 Waste 
processing and 
packaging

•	 Safestore 
construction

Defuel Preparations 
for Quiescence

Final Site 
ClearanceQuiescence

T + 3.5 years

T + 12 years

T + 85 years

T + 96 years

•	 Safestore maintained and monitored •	 Reactor 
dismantling

•	 Site 
remediation 
for future 
development

End of generation

D
econstruction starts

Start of quiescent phase

Site reinstatem
ent

D
ecom

m
issioning com

plete

Timeline of decommissioning activities
Below is an indicative timeline of the works and activities required to 
decommission Hinkley Point B, over the following 3 stages.
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Existing HPA 
Interim Storage 

Facility (ISF)

Proposed 
Operational Waste 
Processing Facility 

(OWPF)

Proposed 
Decommissioning 
Waste Processing 
Facility (DWPF) 

Safestore 
(under construction)
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Waste Management 
Centre

Hinkley Point A 
Decommissioned

Compound to 
facilitate the works
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Safestore

The deferred dismantling process is 
described further below.

Preparations for 
Quiescence phase
Current proposals indicate that 
within 12 years of the end of 
generation, the majority of buildings 
on site are demolished. It is expected 
that after the removal of plant from 
the buildings, demolition is carried 
out using conventional methods. 
The exact method to be used will 
be determined with the appointed 
contractor at the time. It is likely that 
standard mobile cranes will be used. 
These proposals are the subject of 
ongoing review with Magnox and 
NDA to ensure that opportunities to 
adopt latest practices and thinking 
are considered. 

Buildings and structures will be 
demolished to ground level. 
Basement areas and tunnels will 
^aĂ^]_gĄhha`Ă]j`Ănacn]`a`ĂqoejcĂ
material produced from the 
decommissioning process on the site. 
The reactor buildings will remain on 
site and will be clad and enclosed 
within a Safestore, to enable 
the decay of residual radioactive 
materials to a level that is safe for 
Ąj]hĂ`a_kjopnq_pekjĂ]j`Ănaikr]h*Ă

Offshore, in the Severn Estuary, 
Hinkley Point B’s cooling water 
infrastructure will also be 
decommissioned. It is proposed that 
the intake is removed to seabed 
level and that the tunnels are left 
below the seabed. It is proposed 
that the outfall discharge will 
also be removed. The method for 
undertaking these works is subject to 
further consideration.



Consultation Document Hinkley Point B Decommissioning I page 11

Some new construction will be 
required for waste management, 
processing and packaging. Existing 
buildings, on either the Hinkley Point 
A or B sites, will be refurbished for 
this purpose where appropriate. 
Further information on waste 
management and storage facilities 
is provided on page 12 of this 
document.

It is currently assumed that 
during this period the more active 
radioactive wastes that require 
long-term storage will be safely 
packaged and moved for storage 
within the existing storage facility on 
the adjacent Hinkley Point A site. This 
will be subject to the approval of the 
ONR and EA.

Quiescence phase
Hinkley Point B will then enter a 
passive, dormant state for 70 years 
to allow for the decay of radioactive 
materials within the Safestore. The 
site will be monitored, maintained, 
and inspected throughout. 

The Safestore building will have a 
design life of 100 years. The exact 
height and footprint of the Safestore 
is subject to further feasibility work 
to determine the extent to which 
plant can be removed and how 
much of the existing reactor building 
structure can be used as part of the 
Safestore. It is currently anticipated 
to be no higher than the existing 
reactor building (approximately 66 
metres above ground level).

‘Quiescence’ refers 
to the safe, passive 
period during which 
the reactor buildings 
will be left within 
the Safestore so 
that the remaining 
radioactive materials 
can safely decay 
in the reactor 
core. A regime 
of continuous 
monitoring, 
surveillance and 
maintenance will be 
in place during this 
period.

Final Dismantling  
and Site Clearance
EjĂpdaĂĄj]hĂ`a_kiieooekjejcĂld]oa(Ă
the remaining plant, reactor and 
materials within the Safestore will 
be removed. An on-site Waste 
Management Centre will be 
constructed for the processing of 
reactor and debris vault wastes which 
had been enclosed in the Safestore. 
Other facilities are also likely to be 
required to process demolition waste.

Some further works may be required 
during this phase to de-contaminate 
land in order to reach the ‘end state’ 
and allow the site to be de-licensed 
(no longer licensed for nuclear use). 
The EA will only release the site 
from the Radioactive Substances 
Nacqh]pekjĂebĂpdauĂ]naĂo]peoĄa`Ăpd]pĂ
the disposal of radioactive waste has 
been completed and the site has 
been left in such a state that ensures 
the protection of people and the 
environment.

Land will be made suitable for the 
next planned use, with any remaining 
structures and infrastructure made 
safe or removed where necessary 
d]rejcĂĄnopĂatlhkna`ĂkllknpqjepeaoĂ
for re-use. Plans for any future 
development will be developed 
through the local plan process and 
will be subject to public consultation.

.

We would welcome 
your views on 
proposals to 
decommission 
Hinkley Point B.
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Principles for waste 
management
During decommissioning, radioactive 
and non-radioactive waste will be 
produced. Waste will be managed in 
accordance with government policy 
and legislation in a way that protects 
people and the environment, and 
in accordance with the principles 
of a waste hierarchy to minimise 
waste, re-use and recycle. EDF 
has a developed understanding of 
the inventory of waste likely to be 
generated which is informing the 
planning and preparation for waste 
management.

Facilities for waste 
management
Works undertaken during the 
Preparation for Quiescence phase 
will produce Low Level Waste (LLW), 
as well as limited quantities of more 
active radioactive material classed as 
Intermediate Level Waste (ILW). To 
process this waste, we will require a 
Decommissioning Waste Processing 
Facility (DWPF) and an Operational 
Waste Processing Facility (OWPF). 

Waste management
 

Decommissioning Waste  
Processing Facility 

A DWPF will be needed to manage 
and process LLW. Waste processed 
in the facility will be sorted 
according to their physical and 
chemical characteristics and then 
treated, packaged and disposed of 
as appropriate and in accordance 
with legislation at the time of the 
disposal. Metallic waste will be 
treated and recycled where possible. 
Other wastes may be sent for 
incineration or disposal. Once the 
Preparations for Quiescence phase 
has been completed, and the DWPF 
is no longer required, it will be 
decommissioned and deconstructed. 

Following feasibility studies, it has 
been concluded that there are 
not appropriate buildings that 
could be re-furbished on either 
the HPB or HPA sites to house a 
Decommissioning Waste Processing 
Facility (DWPF). It is proposed 
therefore that a DWPF will be 
accommodated in a new build 
structure in the south-east of the 
site in the location of the existing 
contractors compound. The new 
building would likely be a cladded 
steel frame structure, with a similar 
appearance to a warehouse building 

covering an area of up to 2,000 
square metres with a maximum 
height of 15 metres. It would be 
subject to the approval of a planning 
application made to the new unitary 
Somerset Council.

Operational Waste Processing Facility

We are still undertaking studies to 
_kjĄniĂsdapdanĂ]ĂjasĂ^qeh`ejcĂeoĂ
required for an Operational Waste 
Processing Facility to manage and 
process the limited quantities of 
ILW during the Preparations for 
Quiescence phase, or whether it can 
be processed at existing Magnox 
facilities at Hinkley Point A, or within 
the DWPF described above. 

Should a new building be required, 
a preferred location in the south-
east of the Hinkley Point B site 
d]oĂ^aajĂe`ajpeĄa`*ĂPdeoĂskqh`Ă^aĂ
similar in structure to the proposed 
DWPF but covering a smaller area, 
and would also be subject to the 
approval of a planning application 
made to the new unitary Somerset 
Council. The building would only be 
required during the Preparations for 
Quiescence phase and thus would be 
demolished prior to the Quiescence 
phase.

The waste hierarchy  
is a ranking of waste  
management options by  
which is best for the  
environment. It prioritises  
the prevention, re-use and  
recycling of waste above  
recovery and disposal of waste  
where possible. 

Prevention

Preparing for re-use

Recycling

Other recovery

Disposal
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Storage of ILW
Until appropriate disposal facilities 
are available to accept certain types 
of Intermediate Level Waste, this 
waste type must be packaged and 
stored in a manner which is safe and 
secure. In developing the approach 
to the storage of ILW, options either 
to construct and operate a new ILW 
storage facility on the Hinkley Point 
B site, or to use the existing Interim 
Storage Facility (ISF) for ILW on the 
neighbouring Hinkley Point A site have 
been considered. 

Based upon current assumptions, 
the existing Hinkley Point A ISF 
has capacity to store ILW that 
will be generated during the 
decommissioning of Hinkley Point B 
and it is feasible to do so. As a shared 
ILW store would reduce costs and 
have lesser environmental effects than 
building a new ILW store, work on a 
new ILW store at Hinkley Point B has 
been halted. NDA, Magnox and EDF 
are working together to develop the 
proposals to to use the existing Hinkley 
Point A ISF to store ILW and obtain 
the necessary regulatory approvals to 
enable this to happen. This approach 
now forms the basis of planning 
assumptions for EDF and Magnox.

Long term disposal  
of ILW
@eolko]hĂeoĂpdaĂĄj]hĂop]caĂkbĂpdaĂ
waste management process and 
will only be required when all other 
options have been exhausted. Where 
the disposal of ILW generated during 
Ąj]hĂoepaĂ_ha]n]j_aĂeoĂqj]rke`]^ha(Ă
the current assumption is that it 
will be transferred to a Geological 
Disposal Facility (GDF) in accordance 
with the UK Government’s policy 
framework for managing higher 
activity radioactive waste.

Low Level Waste refers 
to radioactive waste 
that contains lower 
levels of radioactivity 
and may not need the 
full suite of measures 
typically used on more 
radioactive waste to 
protect the public 
and the environment.  
Intermediate Level 
Waste refers to 
waste that contains 
higher amounts of 
radioactivity, thereby 
needing extra 
measures for shielding 
and handling.
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In order for Hinkley Point B to be 
decommissioned the ONR has to 
grant consent under the Nuclear 
Reactors (Environmental Impact 
Assessment for Decommissioning) 
Regulations 1999 (EIADR). As the 
site licensee, EDF will submit an 
application which will include an 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) of the programme of works 
that will be delivered following the 
defueling of the power station. 
We are continuing to gather the 
environmental information that will 
allow us to identify the potential 
impacts of the decommissioning 
proposals and develop measures 
to avoid or reduce them. This 
information will inform the EIA. 

EDF has submitted an EIA Scoping 
Report to ONR to scope the potential 
environmental impacts of our 
decommissioning proposals, and the 
methodology for how they will be 
assessed. A copy of the EIA Scoping 
Report can be viewed at www.
edfenergy.com/hinkley-point-b.  
Once the ONR has issued its Scoping 
Opinion, EDF will begin to undertake 
the EIA. EDF will consult on the draft 
Ąj`ejcoĂkbĂpdaĂAE=(Ăej_hq`ejcĂ]juĂ
environmental impacts and measures 
required to avoid or reduce the 
effects of the proposals, in a further 
period of public consultation.

Respecting the environment and our communities
 

Air Quality The potential effects on air quality resulting from 
the decommissioning proposals, including emissions 
of dust from site and the effects of emissions 
bnkiĂpn]bĄ_Ă]ook_e]pa`ĂsepdĂpdaĂskngoĂ]pĂna_alpknoĂ
adjacent to the local highway network.

Climate 
Change

The carbon footprint of the decommissioning 
proposals. This includes estimating the emissions of 
construction, demolition and waste management 
processes on-site, as well as emissions generated 
from the worker travel and the transport of materials 
and waste. 

Terrestrial 
Ecology

The potential effects of the decommissioning 
proposals on land-based species and habitats, as well 
as the potential effects on designated sites in the 
locality of Hinkley Point B. 

Marine 
Ecology

The potential effects of activities in the marine 
environment on marine-based animals, plants and 
designated sites.

Coastal 
Management 
and Water 
Quality

The potential effects of the decommissioning 
proposals on the coastal management regime, 
designated sites which are dependent on existing 
coastal processes and the water quality of coastal 
waterbodies. 

Surface Water 
and Flood Risk

The potential effects on the aquatic environment, 
s]panĂqoaĂ]j`ĂneogĂkbĂąkk`ejcĂbnkiĂkj)oepaĂ
decommissioning activities. 

Soils, 
Geology and 
Hydrogeology

The potential effects of the decommissioning 
proposals on soils, geology and hydrogeology 
(groundwater), including an assessment of the 
potential for the works to disturb and mobilise 
existing ground contamination.

Summary of environmental assessment
The table below summarises what environmental assessment of the 
decommissioning proposals will be undertaken. 
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Historic 
Environment

The decommissioning works will not directly 
affect designated historic assets such as scheduled 
monuments, listed buildings, conservation areas, 
historic landscapes. We will assess any direct effects 
on non-designated historic assets and the effects 
on the setting of scheduled monuments, listed 
buildings, conservation areas and other features of 
note in the vicinity. 

Landscape and 
Visual Impact 
Assessment 
(LVIA)

The potential landscape effects during the main 
phases of decommissioning. In addition, we will 
assess the visual impacts on communities and public 
right of way routes next to the proposed project 
including the England Coastal Path.

Noise and 
Vibration

The potential effects of noise generated during the 
decommissioning activities on-site, and the impact 
kbĂjkeoaĂcajan]pa`ĂbnkiĂpn]bĄ_Ă]ook_e]pa`ĂsepdĂpdaĂ
decommissioning proposals on the wider highway 
network at neighbouring residential, community and 
business properties.

Traffic and 
Transport

Pn]bĄ_Ănamqena`ĂpkĂqj`anp]gaĂpdaĂ`a_kiieooekjejcĂ
proposals and effects on access, journey delays, 
pedestrian journeys and safety on the highway 
network. 

Socio-
economics

PdaĂlkpajpe]hĂabba_poĂkbĂ_d]jcaoĂejĂop]bĄjcĂharahoĂkjĂ
the local economy, demand for housing and local 
services, education, demographic changes and skills 
availability. 

Major 
Accidents and 
Disasters

The potential for major accidents and disasters 
(including natural occurrences) as a result of the 
decommissioning works. 

Waste The effect of the conventional (non-hazardous 
and hazardous) wastes generated from the 
decommissioning proposals on the capacity of 
existing waste management facilities

Radioactive 
waste and 
discharges

This will outline the regulatory controls and regimes 
by which radioactive waste and discharges are 
managed to ensure safety and security and protect 
the  environment during the decommissioning 
process.

Cumulative 
Effects

The potential cumulative effects of our proposals on 
all of the topics above and any cumulative effects 
associated with other developments in the local area. 

Safety and security
During the decommissioning of 
Hinkley Point B, nuclear safety will 
remain the overriding priority. The 
approach to safety will be similar to 
that followed during the operation of 
Hinkley Point B. The site will remain 
a nuclear licensed site, subject to the 
provisions and requirements of the 
nuclear site licence and to regulation 
by the ONR and EA.

Appropriate site security 
arrangements will be maintained at 
all times during decommissioning 
in accordance with the relevant 
nuclear security regulations and 
based upon advice provided by 
the ONR Civil Nuclear Security & 
Safeguards (CNSS) group. Emergency 
arrangements, covering both safety 
and security related incidents, will 
be maintained in accordance with 
the relevant licence condition and 
security regulations and appropriate 
to the risks at each stage of 
decommissioning.
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Our decommissioning proposals 
require approval from the ONR, 
prior to commencement of 
decommissioning activities under 
the Nuclear Reactors (Environmental 
Impact Assessment for 
Decommissioning) Regulations 1999. 
Under these Regulations, we are 
required to submit an Environmental 
Statement to the ONR. ONR will then 
make a decision whether to give 
permission for decommissioning to 
_kiiaj_aĂ^]oa`ĂkjĂpdaĂĄj`ejcoĂkbĂ
the Environmental Statement. 

The ONR will do this following 
consultation with statutory and 
regulatory bodies, local communities, 
and other interested parties. 
Members of the public and interested 
third parties will have the opportunity 
to comment on the decommissioning 
proposals and the supporting 
Environmental Statement during the 
EIADR consenting process as well 
as commenting on the proposals 
through this consultation process.

Consenting Process
 

Planning
New buildings, structures and 
engineering works that are required 
to enable decommissioning may also 
require planning permission from 
the new unitary Somerset Council. 
These applications may need to 
be accompanied by their own EIAs 
which will assess the impacts of 
the development being proposed. 
Members of the public and interested 
third parties will be able to comment 
on these proposals via the planning 
process. 

Environmental 
permitting
Environmental permits are 
required for certain activities 
such as waste storage and water 
discharges under the Environmental 
Permitting Regulations 2016. The 
Environment Agency is England’s 
principal environmental regulator 
for issuing such permits with the 
aim of preventing impacts to the 
environment and to human health. 

The Hinkley Point B site already holds 
multiple permits from the operational 
period of the power station. Some 
of these permits may need to be 
varied as the site progresses through 
the decommissioning process, 
whilst some new permits may also 
be required. The site licensee will 
liaise with the Environment Agency 
and other Regulators as required to 
ensure the delivery of these permits 
to facilitate the decommissioning 
works.

PdaĂlanieooekjoĂe`ajpeĄa`Ă]pĂpdeoĂ
stage which will be required to 
enable decommissioning include: 

•	 Radioactve Substances Permits for 
any new active discharge routes 
(gaseous and aqueous);

•	 Variations to existing 
Environmental Permits for water 
discharges (surface water, cooling 
s]panĂabąqajp(Ă]j`Ăoas]caĂ
abąqajp%7Ă]j`

•	 Variations to non radioactive 
waste management licences (for 
na)qoaĂkbĂs]opaĂ]j`Ărke`ĂĄhhejc%*

Marine licenses
Decommissioning works within the 
marine environment will require a 
marine licence consent from Marine 
Management Organisation (MMO) 
under the Marine and Coastal Access 
Act 2009. These applications may 
need to be accompanied by an 
EIA and will be subject to further 
consultation.
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Outline programme 
further consultation and 
engagement
We plan to submit the Environmental 
Statement to the ONR in autumn 
2023. In advance of this, your 
feedback, planned further assessment, 
and the ongoing work with NDA and 
Magnox, will shape the proposals for 
decommissioning.

•	 Round 1 Consultation:  
10 October 2022 to  
21 November 2022.

•	 Consideration of feedback 
from stakeholders to inform 
assessment work: winter 2022 to 
spring 2023.

•	 Round 2 Consultation: June 2023 
to July 2023.

•	 Consideration of feedback from 
stakeholders and finalisation 
of environmental assessment 
work: summer 2023 to  
autumn 2023.

•	 Submission of Environmental 
Statement to the ONR:  
November 2023.

Your feedback will help us 
naĄjaĂkqnĂ`a_kiieooekjejcĂ
proposals. The period 
for responding to our 
consultation is open from 
9:00am on the 10 October 
2022 to 11:59pm on the 21 
November 2022.

You can submit your feedback 
through the questionnaire  on 
our website at: ww.edfenergy.
com/hinkley-point-b 

Alternatively, you can 
email your feedback to 
HPBdecommissioning@
edf-energy.com or post it to 
FREEPOST HINKLEY POINT 
B DECOMMISSIONING 
CONSULTATION 

Providing your feedback and next steps
 

Any personal data received as part 
of the consultation will be stored 
and protected as per relevant data 
protection requirements as set 
out in the General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR). No personal 
details will be used or published 
in any materials, though feedback 
received will be analysed and 
reported on in a Consultation 
Feedback Report. 

Alongside this and future 
consultation, we will continue to 
engage on our decommissioning 
proposals with the Hinkley Point 
Site Stakeholder Group (SSG), 
managed by the NDA. The SSG is 
an independently chaired forum for 
communications between the NDA, 
nuclear site operators Magnox and 
EDF, and local communities. 

Public events
We are holding three public events 
to help people understand and 
comment on our proposals. At our 
events, you can view our proposals, 
examine documents and speak to our 
team who will be on hand to answer 
any queries you may have.

We are running a virtual 
exhibition for those who may 
not be able to attend one of 
our events. You can access 
it, along with downloadable 
copies of documents, on 
our website here: www.
edfenergy.com/hinkley-
point-b  

Event venue Address Date and Time

Wembdon 
Village Hall 

Homberg Way, 
Wembdon,  
TA6 7BY 

Saturday 15 October 2022, 
09.30am to 4.30pm

Cannington 
Court  

Church Street, 
Cannington,  
TA5 2HA  

Friday 21 October 2022, 
1.30pm to 7.30pm

Stogursey 
Victory Hall

Tower Hill, 
Stogursey,  
TA5 1PR  

Wednesday 2 November 2022, 
1.30pm to 7.30pm

Document deposit locations
If you wish to read our documentation but are unable to attend one of our 
public events or access our website, we are providing reference copies of our 
documents at the following locations:

The Thomas Poole Library, Nether Stowey, Bridgwater TA5 1LN

Hinkley Point Visitor Centre, Cannington Court, Church Street, 
Cannington, Bridgwater TA5 2HA

Bridgwater Library, Binford Place, Bridgwater TA6 3LF.
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If you would like more 
information about our  
kmjkjn\gn' jm m`lpdm`  
alternative formats for 
documents (e.g. in Braille or 
joc`m g\ibp\b`n$' tjp ^\i  
contact us directly. 

Call our freephone number:  
0800 915 3510 

Email us at:  
HPBdecommissioning@edf-energy.com 

How you can 
get in touch
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Contact details:

Call our freephone number: 0800 915 3510

Email us at: HPBdecommissioning@edf-energy.com

www.edfenergy.com/hinkley-point-b
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Call our freephone number: 0800 915 3510

Email us at: HPBdecommissioning@edf-energy.com 

www.edfenergy.com/hinkley-point-b

Hinkley Point B stopped generating 
electricity in August 2022 after 46 years of 
service. Over the next few years EDF will 
remove the used fuel from the reactors and 
prepare for the decommissioning of the 
nuclear power station. Decommissioning 
will involve dismantling and demolition  
of plant and buildings on the Hinkley  
Point B site.

If you have any 
questions, please 
speak to a member 
of the project team. 
Copies of documents 
are available to 
help you provide 
feedback, including: 
our Consultation 
Document, 
Frequently Asked 
Questions and 
Feedback Form.

We are holding this consultation now to get your views; 
this is to inform the decommissioning proposals that will be 
oq^ieppa`ĂpkĂpdaĂKbĄ_aĂbknĂJq_ha]nĂNacqh]pekjĂ$KJN%ĂbknĂ
approval before decommissioning can proceed.  

Thank you for taking part in our consultation on our plans 
to decommission Hinkley Point B nuclear power station. 
Your views are important to us and we encourage you to 
lnkre`aĂbaa`^]_gĂ^uĂĄhhejcĂejĂ]Ăbaa`^]_gĂbkniĂsde_dĂ]naĂ
available here today or on the project website.

Welcome
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Decommissioning of Hunterston B Nuclear
Power Station
EIA Scoping Report

Figure 2.1
Site location
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Scale at A3:
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Indicative Dismantling Works Area
(“Works Area”)

Hinkley Point B 
Power Station

Source: Esri, Maxar, GeoEye, Earthstar 
Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, 

AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community
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