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Residential Developments in the Nuclear Safeguarding
Zone of AWE Aldermaston

| am writing in response to your letter of 28" November. Your letter sought
clarification of a number of points from HSE regarding HSE’s policy in relation to
planning applications for residential developments where such developments were
likely to give rise to a long term net positive increase in population density within the
safeguarding zone (DEPZ), in the instant case that around the AWE Aldermaston
licensed nuclear site. Taking your points in turn:

With regard to clarifying the reasons for HSE'’s refusal | believe that the Annex
attached to this letter, which has been circulated to all Local Authorities in the vicinity
of both the AWE Aldermaston and Burghfield sites, provides the necessary
background to HSE's stated position.

HSE will advise against a planning application where it has health and safety
concerns in relation to the application or to aspects of the application. Where HSE
advises against an application it means that HSE is opposed to the application on
the grounds of those concerns, and in the case of developments such as this around
nuclear licensed sites, the concerns would be nuclear safety and the protection of
the public from an off-site release of radioactive material, rather than HSE being
opposed to the application more generally.
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In the event that Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council decide to refuse planning
permission on the grounds of HSE’s decision to ‘advise against’, | can confirm that
HSE will provide all necessary support to the Council in the event of an appeal.

Yours sincerely

!H !rln0|pa| Huclear Inspector

Nuclear Installations Inspectorate

Electronic copies to:

, Corporate Director for Environment, West Berkshire District
ouncil: @westberks.gov.uk

, Chief Executive, Head of Planning and Transport Services,
asingstoke and Deane Borough Council: @basingstoke.gov.uk

, Head of Emergency Planning, Hampshire County Council:
ants.gov.uk

, Head of Development Management, Wokingham Borough Council:
wokingham.gov.uk

, Head of Planning, Reading Borough Council:
eading.gov.uk
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