
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rt Hon Maria Miller MP, 
House of Commons, 
London, 
SW1A 0AA                                                                                         27 March 2013 
 
 
Dear Mrs Miller,                                                                              
 

,   
 
Thank you for your letter, received March 18, raising the question as to what the 
Office for Nuclear Regulations (ONR) policy is regarding development in the AWE 
Aldermaston area. The Secretary of State’s decision, that development of the 
Boundary Hall site in Tadley should go ahead, led ONR to review, in consultation 
with Local Authorities, its policy regarding the provision of advice for Local 
Authorities on planning applications around nuclear licensed sites.  The outcome of 
the review is that:    
 
ONR’s policy is to base our advice on whether a proposed development: 

• represents an external hazard to a nuclear installation; or  
• whether the proposed development could be accommodated within the Local 

Authority off-site emergency planning arrangements.  
 
If we had significant health and safety concerns on either count then we would 
advise against the development. 
 
If we were satisfied that the proposed development could be accommodated and 
that it posed no external hazard to the installation then we would have no grounds to 
advise against.  All requests for planning advice are treated on a case-by-case 
basis, but if we do not advise against then any proposed development meeting the 
requirements of the Local Planning Authority could, from an ONR perspective, go 
ahead.  This applies to development in the Tadley area and any other nuclear 
licensed site. 
 
ONR has worked closely with Local Authorities, and continues to do so, to ensure 
implementation of this policy.  In the case of the Aldermaston and Burghfield sites, 
we have met with officials from West Berkshire Council on several occasions, most 
recently in December 2012 to update and provide additional clarification.  West 
Berkshire Council has been particularly supportive in developing and testing the 
implementation arrangements for the way ONR advises on Land Use Planning 
applications.           
 



 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
C.M. Patchett 
Acting HM Chief Inspector for Nuclear Installations  
 




