	[bookmark: _Toc466022543]

	Dungeness B EIADR scoping report – consultation responses


[image: ]



Dungeness B EIADR scoping report – consultation responses

June 2026 
June 2026
Contents
Environment Agency	4
Folkestone Hythe District Council	6
Kent Wildlife Trust	9
Marine Management Organisation	10
Ministry of Defence	19
National Air Traffic Services	20
Natural England	21

[bookmark: _Toc231451149]Environment Agency
Thank you for consulting us in the above proposal, which we received on 30 March 2026. As part of this consultation, we have reviewed the following document: 
EIA Scoping Report – Dungeness B Nuclear Decommissioning (ref. 60739933, dated March 2026, by AECOM) 
Environment Agency Position 
We are overall supportive of the scope proposed for Dungeness B decommissioning EIA with regards to matters within our remit. At this stage we have comments on the following topics: 
Section 1: Nuclear regulation 
Section 2: Groundwater and contaminated land 
Section 3: Flood risk 

Please note that the view expressed in this letter is a response to a pre-application enquiry on the scope for an EIA report only and does not represent our final view or the full extent of our comments in relation to any future application for consent under EIADR made in relation to this site. 
Section 1: Nuclear Regulation 
EDF refer to committing to being lower than current capacity which is permitted under permit EPR/BX6006IY. This would suggest an impact assessment is not required. There should be consideration made to the location of any plant and the proximity to local receptors. The following questions should be addressed: 
Is new plant situated in similar location to current plant? 
Is the emission point at a similar point? 
Is the stack height the same? 

This should all be considered instead of just the capacity levels. If the current permit is surrendered at any point, and combustion activities are needed in the future then this would need to be assessed for any permit requirements under the current legislation. 
Alternative Active Effluent Discharge Line 
Permit P1288/K/87 should be considered for this aspect as well as EPR/SB3035DF (referenced at paragraph 2.3.25, page 13 of the EIA Scoping Report). 

Section 2: Groundwater and Contaminated Land 
With regards to Chapters 16 (Soils and Geology) and 19 (Water Environment and Flood Risk), we are satisfied that the topics to be scoped in cover our main areas of concern, and therefore we have no objection to the current proposals. We look forward to reviewing the additional information/investigations as they are progressed. 
Borehole abstraction 
We note that the assumption is made that the Source Protection Zone within which the Works Area falls is associated with abstractions from four boreholes that “…likely…abstract from the Secondary A Wealden and Hastings Beds aquifer” ((paragraph 19.3.43, page 354). This assumption is incorrect, as the licence is for abstraction from the superficial gravel deposits. This point should be corrected and incorporated into future works and risk assessments. 
Contaminated plant dismantling 
Any area used for dismantling of contaminated plant should be appropriately constructed to ensure containment of any contaminated material, using appropriate pollution prevention measures and drainage management. 
Section 3: Flood Risk 
We are pleased to see the scoping report includes a commitment to undertake a detailed site-specific Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) following appropriate planning legislation, guidance and climate change projections. The report confirms that the decision on what new infrastructure will be required is yet to be made and the FRA will need to take account of that assessing the potential for any proposed works to alter flood mechanism/conveyance and/or impact on existing development. The scoping report identifies existing flood defence infrastructure and the appropriate legislation that will apply if any works are required within our byelaw margin. 

From the information provided it is unlikely the decommissioning will have any significant impact on the standard of protection or coastal processes present at the site, but the site-specific FRA will further assess and confirm this prior to commencement of works. 
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Consultation on EDF’s EIADR Scoping Report for Dungeness B Decommissioning 

Thank you for your email dated 30 March 2026 providing Folkestone & Hythe District Council (FHDC) with the opportunity to comment on the information to be provided relating to the above proposal. 
Application Site 
The application site consists of Dungeness B Power Station and all associated buildings. The power station is located on the Dungeness peninsula with the sea to the south and east and is adjacent to numerous designations within the district. These include the Dungeness Romney Marsh and Rye Bay Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Dungeness Romney Marsh and Rye Bay Ramsar, Dungeness Romney Marsh and Rye Bay Special Protection Area (SPA), Dungeness Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and Dungeness National Nature Reserve (NNR). There is also an Archaeological Notification Area including and surrounding the power stations. 
Proposal 
The proposal is a consultation on a request for a Pre-Application Opinion under the Nuclear Reactors (Environmental Impact Assessment for Decommissioning) Regulations (EIADR) from EDF Energy for its proposed decommissioning project at Dungeness B nuclear power station. To support the submission a scoping report providing a high-level description of the decommissioning project and describes the scope of the environmental impact assessment that will be carried out for the future application for consent under EIADR has been submitted. FHDC would like to provide comments in relation to the following sections: 
FHDC Local Plan 
We confirm that the FHDC Local Plan is made up of the Core Strategy 2022 and Places and Policies Local Plan (2020) which should be considered within the forthcoming ES. 
Cumulative Effects With Other Developments 
As noted on Figure 5-1, the wider Romney Marsh Area currently has three solar farm projects which should be assessed in terms of cumulative impact. The Council’s Planning Policy Team could assist in providing details of emerging sites that may also need to be considered. Cumulative effects should also consider decommissioning works on Dungeness A. 
Air Quality 
The Traffic Emissions Assessment is welcomed and should include the impact on all likely transportation routes to the site. Measures to control dust will also be particularly important given the identified nature designations immediately adjoining the site. 
Conventional Waste and Materials 
The Council will defer to KCC as Minerals and Waste Authority on matters concerning waste. However, consideration of cumulative impacts should be considered with ongoing operations on the Dungeness Borrow Pit to the east of the site in terms of traffic movements. 
Climate Change 
The Council would welcome consideration of alternative, including more sustainable forms of transportation for materials and equipment being taken to and from the site, with rail and sea options being given full consideration. Options should be explored that involve reusing and recycling material on site, which may also reduce the need for traffic movements. 
Historic Environment 
The Council welcomes consideration of the closest listed buildings, Scheduled Monuments and the Dungeness Conservation Area. The Council will defer comment on Archaeology to KCC and Historic England. 
Human Health 
Account should be taken of Places and Policies Local Plan Policy HW2 – Improving the Health and Wellbeing of the Local Population and Reducing Health Inequalities. 
Landscape And Visual 
In terms of Local Guidance, account should be taken of the Council’s High Level Landscape Appraisal (AECOM, 2016), which should be incorporated into the baseline data. Given the flat exposed character of the landscape, effects on landscape and visual receptors could be significant. Please ensure that views from any Public Rights of Way are considered in the Land and Visual Impact Assessment. 

In addition to the views identified, views of visitors to the Old Lighthouse at Dungeness should also be considered. The Lighthouse is a popular visitor attraction, which provides panoramic views across the area at a height of around 40 metres above ground level. 

FHDC would be happy to provide feedback on any photomontages when these become available. 
Noise and Vibration 
Please ensure that full consideration is given to the impact of noise and vibration, including low frequency noise, on nearby residential dwellings, the surrounding wildlife, statutory designations, the Dungeness National Nature Reserve and the RSPB site to the north. 
Socio-Economics 
Any impacts on tourism should be considered, including the Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway (RHDR) line, which extends to Dungeness. The assessment should also include the RHDR visitor centre at Dungeness Station and the Old Lighthouse at Dungeness. It should also be noted that a key part of the tourist appeal of the area relates to the attractiveness of the natural and unique Romney Marsh landscape and as such this should be tied into the section above on landscape impact. 
Traffic and Transport 
FHDC would defer comment on highway matters to KCC Highways and Transportation. However, FHDC would like it noted that if there were a need in future to bring in material from further afield, that other forms of transportation such as by rail or barge be considered as alternatives to transportation by road. This is noted in the documentation and welcomed. 
Ecology/Biodiversity 
The Council welcomes the sections on ecology, particular given the internationally important designations, protected species and unique habitats in the area. The Council will largely defer comment to KCC Ecology and Natural England on this issue. However, FHDC would ask that any impacts are considered in conjunction with the decommissioning works at Dungeness A Power Station. Please also consider whether there are any Biodiversity Net Gain considerations that may require additional consultation with relevant stakeholders and whether early engagement would be beneficial to all parties. FHDC would also like to highlight the Folkestone and Hythe District Green and Blue Infrastructure Strategy (July 2023), which identifies priorities for biodiversity enhancement. 
Water Environment and Flood Risk 
The contains both Flood Zone 2 and 3 within the red line boundary and FHDC will defer to the EA on this section. However, we would like to highlight the important role that Dungeness B plays in managing flood defences and this should be incorporated into any future documents, including the continuation of the management of such infrastructure. 
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Kent Wildlife Trust (KWT) welcomes the opportunity to provide comments on the scoping report submitted by EDF under the Nuclear Reactors (Environmental Impact Assessment for Decommissioning) Regulations (EIADR). We have reviewed the documents online and provided comments below, please accept our response in letter format. 

The Works Area are within or surrounded by internationally and nationally designated sites as well as sites owned and managed by RSPB. The range of priority habitats and protected species supported by these sites highlights the particular importance and sensitivity of the area for nature conservation. 

KWT largely agree with the identified topics proposed to be scoped into the Environmental Statement (ES) including those connected to marine ecology, terrestrial ecology, climate change, and the water environment. It is advised that the most relevant ecological factors appear to have been considered as part of the assessment. 

With respect to marine ecology, it is our view that the ES should assess indirect effects to marine ecology from changes in water quality due to accidental spills and leaks from vessels. While it is recognised that the likelihood of accidental spills and leaks occurring is small the negative effects from such an event could have wide ranging implications for both marine and terrestrial ecology. 

In addition to the above it is recommended that the ES identifies how the proposed development will impact on the natural environment’s ability to adapt to climate change (this should cover habitats, species and natural processes). The assessment should look at the vulnerability or resilience of existing features and whether the proposed process and methods of decommissioning will affect the ability of those features to move and/or adapt due to a changing climate. Any mitigation measures taken forward to address this should be clearly identified within the ES. 

It is advised that survey data should be collected from both the Kent and Sussex Dolphin Projects and that this information should be used to inform the marine ecology chapter of the ES. It is also recommended that updated invertebrate surveys are carried out and results included within the ES. 

Any subsequent submission as part of the EIADR process should be accompanied by an up-to-date Ecological Impact Assessment, the results of the ecological surveys listed within the EIA Scoping Report and appropriate mitigation strategies. 
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Consultation for EDF’s Energy’s EIADR Scoping Report for Dungeness B Decommissioning 
The Marine Management Organisation (MMO) received a request from the Office for Nuclear Regulation (ONR) on 16 March 2026 to provide comments on the scoping report submitted by EDF under the Nuclear Reactors (Environmental Impact Assessment for Decommissioning) Regulations (EIADR) for Dungeness B Nuclear Power Station Decommissioning.

Unfortunately, this request was not directed to the appropriate team until 07 May 2026. Due to the short timeframe MMO have been unable to agree a fee estimate with EDF to allow us to obtain external scientific advice in order to meet your deadline. 

This letter constitutes the MMO formal response to the EDF Energy’s EIADR Scoping Report for Dungeness B Nuclear Power Station Decommissioning. MMO will contact the applicant to agree a fee estimate and seek additional scientific opinion on the proposal in order to provide updated advice throughout the process. 
The MMO role 
The MMO was established by the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 (the “2009 Act”) to make a contribution to sustainable development in the marine area and to promote clean, healthy, safe, productive and biologically diverse oceans and seas. 

The responsibilities of the MMO include the licensing of construction works, deposits and removals in English inshore and offshore waters and for Welsh and Northern Ireland offshore waters by way of a marine licence1. Inshore waters include any area which is submerged at mean high water spring (“MHWS”) tide. They also include the waters of every estuary, river or channel where the tide flows at MHWS tide. Waters in areas which are closed permanently or intermittently by a lock or other artificial means against the regular action of the tide are included, where seawater flows into or out from the area. 
The Proposed Works 
Dungeness B is a 1,120-Megawatt (MW) twin-reactor Advanced Gas-cooled Reactor (AGR) power station that began generating electricity on 03 April 1983. Following an outage in 2018, generation permanently ceased on 07 June 2021 due to technical constraints and has now entered the defueling phase of its life which is expected to take several years. The proposed works involve decommissioning the plant and associated equipment, along with the demolition of buildings and structures that supported the station’s operation. Dungeness B is located near Romney Marsh, Kent on the southeast coast of England. 

General Comments 
The MMO understands that the marine aspects of the works relate to the area associated with the existing cooling water infrastructure, comprising the intake and outfall culverts located within the English Channel and foreshore, which is described as Area D within the report. The EIA Scoping report describes that sections of the cooling water intake and outfall culverts lie below Mean High Water Springs (MHWS). 

The report describes Area C as being the back-up cooling water infrastructure, which is located at the Long Pits, an onshore waterbody approximately 1.1 kilometres (km) from the foreshore. The MMO would like to remind the EDF (hereby referred to as the ‘applicant’) that if this waterbody falls below MHWS then any works relating to this site may require a Marine Licence in the future. It is the applicant’s responsibility to identify which activities fall below MHWS and therefore within the MMO jurisdiction. Any works found to have taken place below MHWS without a Marine Licence may be subject to enforcement measures. 

The MMO understands that the decommissioning works would be split into three stages; Initial Decommissioning Works; Care and Maintenance; and Final Site Clearance. The report identifies that the marine works would only take place within the Initial Decommissioning Works stage. The report also states that the Marine Works would be completed within the Initial Decommissioning stage and will be completed by 2049. However, the MMO would like to highlight that maintenance works on any marine infrastructure in the Care and Maintenance or Final Stage Clearance stages may also require a Marine Licence in the future. 

The MMO understands that the existing cooling water outfall culvert is oversized for decommissioning requirements and that the applicant therefore intends to construct both an Alternative Active Effluent Discharge Line (AAEDL) to convey treated effluent from the existing Active Effluent Treatment Plant (AETP), and an Alternative Treated Sewage Discharge Line (ATSDL) to convey treated foul wastewater from the existing Sewage Treatment Plant (STP), following the cessation of cooling water flows. The MMO notes that the discharge point is expected to remain within the existing outfall structure, although its final position is yet to be confirmed. Accordingly, the MMO requests that a worst-case scenario is assessed within the Environmental Statement (ES) to ensure all potential impacts are fully considered, including those arising if the discharge point were to extend beyond the existing outfall structure. 

The works would involve installation of the AAEDL and ATSDL in the forms of smaller pipes within the existing outfall structure. The marine works would involve the use of anchors on the seabed to maintain the position of barges and the placement of Jack-Up-Barges (JuBs) during the construction. The report states that the number of vessels and anchor points is currently unknown but likely to include one JuB, one barge, one tug and one safety boat. The MMO requests that if more vessels or equipment are potentially required, then the worst-case scenario should be presented throughout the ES. 


The MMO understands that the dismantling and decommissioning of the existing cooling water intake structure within Area D is not within the scope of the Initial Decommissioning Works as it is assumed that this would be capped on the terrestrial side and the marine environment side would be left in-situ. The MMO would like to remind the applicant that if marine works are required to cap the intake on the marine side, then this should be considered in full within the ES, and that these activities may require a separate Marine Licence in the future. 

The report indicates that consideration has been given to alternative means of transportation including rail and marine options to reduce Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGV) numbers and further details will be provided within the ES. If vessel movements and activities are required, the MMO would expect these impacts to be fully considered as a worst-case scenario within the ES. 

The MMO notes the ES does not refer to any disposal of materials to sea. The MMO would like to point out that any disposal of materials to sea would likely require a marine licence. This may be to an already designated disposal site, or may require the characterisation/designation of a new site. The designation of a new site can be a lengthy process therefore MMO recommend the Applicant discuss this with the MMO at the earliest opportunity. 

Additionally, if any sediment materials are to be dredged, removed or disposed of (to sea), the applicant may require sediment sample analysis and an approved sample plan to inform an application for a marine licence. 
Air Quality Chapter 
The MMO defers to the Environment Agency (EA) and the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) regarding air quality impacts. 
Convention Waste and Materials Chapter 
As mentioned in comment 1.8 and 1.9 above, any disposal of materials to sea would likely require a marine licence and may require sediment sample analysis. However, the MMO defers to the EA regarding waste impacts. 
Coastal Processes 
The MMO notes that the report states that project specific marine surveys may be undertaken to inform the marine ecology assessment, which may include a intertidal walkover, subtidal grab samples and subtidal drop-down video. The MMO would like to highlight that some survey activities may require a separate Marine Licence. Further guidance on marine licensable activities can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/get-permission-for-marine-work  
The MMO understands that the existing outfall and intake infrastructure are located approximately 160 metres (m) and 340m from the shoreline respectively, up to a depth of approximately 12m of subtidal waters offshore from Dungeness Beach in the Greater North Sea and English Channel. 
The report indicates that as the installation of the AEDL and ATSDL would be within the existing intake infrastructure, there would be no change to the size and placement of the outfall/infrastructure and therefore no scour impacts associated with the infrastructure. However, the report also states that the marine works would involve the use of anchors on the seabed to maintain the position of the barges and the placement of the JuBs during the construction. Anchors and spud legs of JuBs may cause scouring effects itself and the maximum worst-case footprint of these should be given consideration within the ES. 
The report indicates that water would be discharged via the new active effluent and sewage discharge lines and that the discharge flow could cause scouring of the seabed around the outfall. Although the discharge rates are expected to be less than the current discharge rate, the discharge rate is yet to be confirmed and therefore this impact will be scoped into the coastal process assessment. The MMO considers this appropriate. 
The report states in section 8.6.19 “The Marine Works are expected to last up to 3 months. The use of installation machinery on/near the beach may locally disturb the beach surficial morphology. Such impacts are expected to be very low in magnitude as the works would be temporary.” It is unclear what type of machinery is to be used and where this would be located. If such activities occur below MHWS, then this may be a marine licensable activity. Likewise, impacts from machinery on the beach should be explained in the worst-case scenario and impacts taken into consideration. 
Section 8.7.8 states “The assessment assumes that responsible parties are currently implementing the policies of the SMP (SMP11: South Foreland to Beachy Head) within the Study Area and the proposed marine surveys due to take place collect representative sediment data for the coastal processes assessment.” It is unclear from this statement who is undertaking such marine surveys, and as mentioned previously, certain surveys may require a separate Marine Licence. 
Climate Change Chapter 
The MMO defers to EA and the UKHSA regarding climate change. 
Historic Environment Chapter 
The MMO defers to Historic England (HE) regarding heritage impacts. 
Human Health Chapter 
The MMO defers to UKHSA and other relevant bodies regarding health impacts. 
Landscape and Visual Chapter 
The MMO defers to the Local Planning Authority (LPA) and other relevant bodies regarding landscape and visual impacts. 
Marine Ecology Chapter 
The report outlines that the marine components of Dungeness B extend approximately 340m from the coastline in the form of a cooling water outfall pipeline, intake pipeline and associated infrastructure and that no works are currently planned for the intake pipeline as it is anticipated that this will be sealed on the terrestrial side from within Dungeness B (above MHWS) and not within the Marine environment. The MMO would like to remind the applicant again that if there is potential that this is not the case, and further marine related works are required for the intake pipeline, then the worst-case scenario should be considered within the ES. 
The MMO understands that the installation of the AAEDL, ATSDL and Surface Water Discharge systems are anticipated to utilise the existing cooling water outfall using new transfer pipelines and pumping infrastructure which will be threaded through the existing infrastructure. The applicant anticipates that either drilling or a gravity-based pipe-weight system would be required. The MMO would appreciate more understanding of what the Surface Water Discharge system entails, as it is unclear whether this is part of the AAEDL and/or ATSDL. Likewise, further understanding of the pumping infrastructure, and where this would be located should be presented within the ES. 
Section 13.3.6 states “Several marine surveys are proposed to characterise the intertidal and subtidal benthic environment. The surveys may involve a walkover (intertidal), subtidal grab samples and subtidal DDV.” As mentioned previously, some surveys may require a separate Marine Licence. 
The MMO notes that section 13.3.22 references regional fisheries data and habitat characteristics reported in Coull et al., 1998; Ellis et al., 2012. This data is now 12 years old and therefore more up-to-date data may be required to fully understand the baseline conditions of fish and shellfish species in the area. 
Similarly, section 13.3.37 states “For the purposes of the marine ecology assessment, it is considered that the future baseline would remain consistent with the existing baseline as it is not possible to predict changes in habitat composition or species distribution.” As mentioned in comment 9.4 above, some of the fish and shellfish data being used is 12 years old and therefore may not be an up-to-date reflection of the current baseline condition. 
The MMO notes that the report identifies that consultation will be undertaken with regulators and stakeholders including Natural England (NE), the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) and MMO. It is advised that the EA and local Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authorities (IFCA) are also included in this consultation process. 
Section 13.8.2 states “The Marine Works would take place within the Initial Decommissioning Works phase. No further works, other than routine maintenance, are proposed within the Care and Maintenance and Final State Clearance phases.” The MMO wishes to highlight again that maintenance activities may require a separate Marine Licence. 
The MMO would expect to see a description of how the AEDL/STPL will be maintained during operation, and what impacts are foreseen from these activities across all relevant chapters of the ES. 
The MMO is responsible for wildlife licensing of activity in English waters. The MMO highlights that the onus is on the Applicant to determine whether a European Protected Species (EPS) Licensing regime would apply for the Dungeness B Decommissioning. 
However, the MMO defer to NE and JNCC regarding marine mammals impacts and EA for fish impacts. 
Noise and Vibration Chapter 
The MMO notes that above water and below water impacts on marine mammals, fish and bird species is considered in the Marine Ecology and Terrestrial Ecology chapters. 
The MMO defers to the LPA and other relevant bodies regarding noise and vibration impacts. 
Socio-Economics Chapter 
The MMO would like to highlight to the applicant that data on current and planned marine licenced activities can be found on the MMO public register and Explore Marine Plans at the following sites: 
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_PUBLIC_REGISTER/ 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/explore-marine-plans 
The MMO defers to the LPA and other relevant bodies regarding socio-economic impacts. 
Soils and Geology Chapter 
The MMO defers to EA, NE and other relevant bodies regarding soil and geology impacts. 
Traffic and Transport Chapter 
The MMO understands that this chapter concentrates on terrestrial local road networks, buses, rail and cycling and public rights of ways but does not appear to include potential marine vessel movements in relation to traffic and transport considerations. The report indicates that vessels (JuB, Safety Boat etc) would likely be required for the Marine works which has the potential for impacts on shipping. If the applicant considers that these impacts may be significant, these should also be considered within the ES, or justification provided as to why these impacts are not considered significant. 
The MMO defers to the LPA and other relevant bodies regarding traffic and transport impacts. 
Terrestrial Ecology Chapter 
Section 18.5.3 states “Any additional lighting required would be designed so that excessive glare is minimised outside of the Works Area so far as reasonably practicable. It should be noted that the existing Works Area (with the exception of Long Pits) is currently permanently illuminated, so even if new lighting is required during decommissioning, light levels would be expected to be no worse than for the current situation.” 
However, the marine works would take place offshore, with the existing outfall and intake infrastructure located approximately 160m and 340m from the shoreline respectively. The report indicates that the marine works are likely to require at least one JuB, one barge, one tug and one safety boat. These operations may require lighting. If this area is not usually illuminated, then the MMO would expect additional lighting impacts on birds, fish and marine mammals to be considered within the ES. 
However, the MMO defers to EA, NE, and RSPB regarding terrestrial ecology impacts.
Water Environment and Flood Risk Chapter 
Section 19.3.30 indicates that marine surveys may be required. As previously mentioned throughout this response, some surveys may require a separate Marine Licence. 

Additionally, the MMO would like to remind the applicant that if the Long Pit water body is located below MHWS, then a Marine Licence for these activities may also be required. 

Section 19.6.4 states “Activities associated with the construction of the waste management facilities”. The MMO would welcome clarification if any of these activities include works below MHWS, and if so, these may be subject to a Marine Licence in the future. 
The MMO defers to EA regarding water and flood risk impacts and the Water Framework Directive. 
Other Environmental Topics Chapter 
The MMO has no comments to make on this chapter and defers to the relevant bodies for impacts raised in this chapter. 
Summary and Conclusion Chapter 
The MMO notes that Barriers to Migration has been scoped out of the Initial Decommission Works. The applicants justifications for this is “Given (i) the location of the Marine Works, i.e. a maximum of approximately 160m offshore from the Dungeness coastline; (ii) the short-term duration of the Marine Works in the marine environment; and (iii) the limited potential pathways for impact, there is considered that there would be no barrier to migratory fish and marine mammal migration.” 

As the MMO were unable to seek specialist technical advice prior to this response, the MMO will keep a watching brief on responses from EA, NE and JNCC as to whether this is considered appropriate. 

Aside from the above point, the MMO considers that the potential impacts scoped in at this stage appear to be appropriate, however, the MMO reserves the right to modify its present advice or opinion in view of any additional matters or information that may come to our attention. 
Appendix 13A Marine Conservation Zone Screening 
The MMO defers to NE and JNCC on the adequacy of the Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) Screening assessment. 
Appendix 18D Preliminary Habitat Regulations Assessment Screening Report 
The MMO defers to NE and JNCC on the adequacy of the preliminary Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) screening report. 
Conclusion 
The MMO notes that Table 4-2 of the report states “The Proposed Works may require a Marine Licence for activities including the construction of the AAEDL and ATSDL where the works are to be undertaken below the MHWS.” 

The MMO has highlighted throughout this response, that there may be other activities that require a Marine Licence (such as marine surveys and maintenance works). Additionally, Works Area C is described as “...the area associated with the existing back-up cooling water infrastructure at the Long Pits, an existing onshore waterbody”. Although this is an onshore waterbody, if it is tidally linked it may be below MHWS and if so, activities at this site may also require a marine licence. 

The comments made by the MMO in this response are without prejudice to any future representation the MMO may make about the decommissioning application. This is also without prejudice to any decision the MMO may make on any associated application for consent, permission, approval or any other type of authorisation submitted to the MMO either for the works in the marine area or for any other authorisation relevant to the decommissioning project. 

The MMO reserves the right to modify its present advice or opinion in view of any additional matters or information that may come to our attention. 
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Thank you for consulting the Ministry of Defence (MOD) seeking pre application advice on the decommissioning project at Dungeness B nuclear power station. This request was received by this office on 16/03/2026. 
The Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO) Safeguarding Team represents the MOD as a consultee in UK planning and energy consenting systems to ensure that development does not compromise or degrade the operation of Defence sites such as aerodromes, explosives storage sites, air weapon ranges, and technical sites or training resources such as the Military Low Flying System. 
I can confirm that following review of the Environmental Impact Assessment documents, outlining the proposed decommissioning of Dungeness B power station, the proposal would be considered to have no detrimental impact on the operation or capability of a defence site or asset. The MOD has no objection to the proposed decommissioning of Dungeness B. 
As a statutory consultee within the UK planning and energy consenting systems, the MOD must be consulted on any future applications at this site which would include any reserved matters application(s) that may be submitted, in order to review and perform the necessary safeguarding assessments. Consultations should be emailed to DIO-safeguarding statutory@mod.gov.uk 
The MOD must emphasise that the advice provided within this letter is in response to the information detailed in the Environmental Impact Assessment documents and supporting information provided by the Office of Nuclear Regulation as of the date of this letter. Any variation of the parameters detailed may significantly alter how the development relates to MOD safeguarding requirements and cause adverse impacts to safeguarded defence assets or capabilities. In the event that any amendment, whether considered material or not by the determining authority, is submitted for approval, the MOD should be consulted and provided with adequate time to carry out assessments and provide a formal response. 
The advice contained in this letter is subject to change. 
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The proposed development has been examined from a technical safeguarding aspect and does not conflict with our safeguarding criteria. Accordingly, NATS (En Route) Public Limited Company ("NERL") has no safeguarding objection to the proposal.
However, please be aware that this response applies specifically to the above consultation and only reflects the position of NATS (that is responsible for the management of en route air traffic) based on the information supplied at the time of this application. This letter does not provide any indication of the position of any other party, whether they be an airport, airspace user or otherwise. It remains your responsibility to ensure that all the appropriate consultees are properly consulted. 
If any changes are proposed to the information supplied to NATS in regard to this application which become the basis of a revised, amended or further application for approval, then as a statutory consultee NERL requires that it be further consulted on any such changes prior to any planning permission or any consent being granted.
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Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping consultation (Regulation 15 (4) of the Town and Country Planning EIA Regulations 2017): Pre-Application Opinion Consultation on EDF Energy’s EIADR Scoping Report for Decommissioning Dungeness B Nuclear Power Station. Location: Dungeness B Nuclear Power Station, Dungeness, Kent. 
Thank you for seeking our advice on the scope of the Environmental Statement (ES) in the consultation dated 30 March 2026, received on the same date. 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development. 
A robust assessment of environmental impacts and opportunities based on relevant and up to date environmental information should be undertaken prior to a decision on whether to grant planning permission. Annex A to this letter provides Natural England’s advice on the scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the proposed decommissioning of Dungeness B Nuclear Power Station. 
Further guidance is set out in Planning Practice Guidance on environmental assessment, natural environment and climate change. 
Should the proposal be amended in a way which significantly affects its impact on the natural environment then, in accordance with Section 4 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006, Natural England should be consulted again. 
Please note that Natural England must be consulted on Environmental Statements. 
Annex A – Natural England Advice on EIA Scoping 
General Principles 
Schedule 4 of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017, sets out the information that should be included in an Environmental Statement (ES) to assess impacts on the natural environment. This includes: 
A description of the development – including physical characteristics and the full land use requirements of the site during construction and operational phases 
Expected residues and emissions (water, air and soil pollution, noise, vibration, light, heat, radiation etc.) resulting from the operation of the proposed development 
An assessment of alternatives and clear reasoning as to why the preferred option has been chosen 
A description of the aspects of the environment likely to be significantly affected by the development including biodiversity (for example fauna and flora), land, including land take, soil, water, air, climate (for example greenhouse gas emissions, impacts relevant to adaptation, cultural heritage and landscape and the interrelationship between the above factors 
A description of the likely significant effects of the development on the environment – this should cover direct effects but also any indirect, secondary, cumulative, short, medium, and long term, permanent and temporary, positive, and negative effects. Effects should relate to the existence of the development, the use of natural resources (in particular land, soil, water and biodiversity) and the emissions from pollutants. This should also include a description of the forecasting methods to predict the likely effects on the environment 
A description of the measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and where possible offset any significant adverse effects on the environment 
A non-technical summary of the information 
An indication of any difficulties (technical deficiencies or lack of know-how) encountered by the applicant in compiling the required information 
Further guidance is set out in Planning Practice Guidance on environmental assessment and natural environment. 
Cumulative and in-combination effects 
The ES should fully consider the implications of the whole development proposal. This should include an assessment of all supporting infrastructure. 
An impact assessment should identify, describe, and evaluate the effects that are likely to result from the project in combination with other projects and activities that are being, have been or will be carried out. The following types of projects should be included in such an assessment (subject to available information): 
a) existing completed projects; 
b) approved but uncompleted projects; 
c) ongoing activities; 
d) plans or projects for which an application has been made and which are under consideration by the consenting authorities; and 
e) plans and projects which are reasonably foreseeable, i.e. projects for which an application has not yet been submitted, but which are likely to progress before completion of the development and for which sufficient information is available to assess the likelihood of cumulative and in-combination effects. 
Environmental data 
Natural England is required to make available information it holds where requested to do so. National datasets held by Natural England are available at http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/publications/data/default.aspx. 
Detailed information on the natural environment is available at www.magic.gov.uk. 
Natural England’s SSSI Impact Risk Zones are a GIS dataset which can be used to help identify the potential for the development to impact on a SSSI. The dataset and user guidance can be accessed from the Natural England Open Data Geoportal. 
Natural England does not hold local information on local sites, local landscape character, priority habitats and species or protected species. Local environmental data should be obtained from the appropriate local bodies. This may include the local environmental records centre, the local wildlife trust, local geo-conservation group or other recording society. 
Biodiversity and Geodiversity 
General principles 
The National Planning Policy Framework (paragraphs 187-195) sets out how to take account of biodiversity and geodiversity interests in planning decisions. Further guidance is set out in Planning Practice Guidance on the natural environment. 
The potential impact of the proposal upon sites and features of nature conservation interest and opportunities for nature recovery and biodiversity net gain should be included in the assessment. 
Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA) is the process of identifying, quantifying, and evaluating the potential impacts of defined actions on ecosystems or their components. EcIA may be carried out as part of the EIA process or to support other forms of environmental assessment or appraisal. Guidelines have been developed by the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM). 
Local planning authorities have a duty to conserve and enhance biodiversity as part of their decision making. Conserving biodiversity can include habitat restoration or enhancement. Further information is available here. 
Designated nature conservation sites 
International and European sites 
The Applicant’s EIA Scoping Report (2026) outlines that the Works Area for the proposed decommissioning of Dungeness B Nuclear Power Station is divided into four areas: Areas A to D. Areas A to C are above the Mean High Water Springs (MHWS) and are assessed under ‘Terrestrial Ecology’ in Chapter 18 incorporating onshore coastal habitats and species (including birds both on and offshore). Area D however signifies the Marine Works below the MHWS and is assessed under ‘Marine Ecology’ in Chapter 13. We have reviewed both of these chapters, including Chapter 6: Air Quality, Chapter 14: Noise and Vibration and Chapter 16: Soils and Geology, as we understand these interrelate with nationally and internationally designated sites within the scope of the Proposed Works. 
We acknowledge Table 18-5 in the EIA Scoping Report (2026) lists the nationally and internationally designated sites to be considered in the ES for terrestrial ecology and Table 13-5 lists the international designated sites which protect mobile species that fall within the study area for marine ecology. And in general, we concur with the scoping conclusions of the EIA Scoping Report (2026) and its preliminary Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) in Appendix 18D (notably Table 7-1 for Potential Terrestrial Effects and Table 10-1 for Potential Marine Effects). Our comments on designated features to be scoped into the ES for further information / assessment are therefore detailed in Table 1 on page 6 for international sites and in Table 2 on page 11 for national sites. We are satisfied that the EIA Scoping Report scopes in Dungeness, Romney Marsh and Rye Bay Special Protection Area (SPA), however we bring to your attention that paragraph 2.2.17 ‘Ecological Designations’ under Section 2.2 ‘The Works Area Location and Context’ does not list this SPA meanwhile it is shown in Figure 2-1 (PDF page 20) and should be included for completeness. We also bring to your attention the preliminary HRA conclusions under paragraph 12.1.2 (Appendix 18D, PDF page 50); it is our understanding that Atmospheric pollution (Dust) and Atmospheric pollution (associated with vehicular movements) should be included in this list to accurately reflect the impact pathways that have been screened in for likely significant effect (LSE) under paragraph 11.1.5. We are satisfied, however, that in the main EIA Scoping Report (2026) these impacts have been recorded as ‘scoped in’. 
Phasing of Proposed Works 
The EIA Scoping Report (2026) details that the Proposed Works are planned to take place over three phases: Phase 1 – Initial Decommissioning Works; Phase 2 – Care and Maintenance; and Phase 3 – Final Site Clearance. We concur that the ES will provide detailed assessment of Phase 1 meanwhile providing high-level, qualitative assessments of Phases 2 and 3 “given the uncertainties owing to long timescales” (paragraph 5.4.9). We understand that ecological impacts upon the terrestrial and marine environments have been assessed individually for each phase, and have been scoped in or out of the ES for each phase accordingly. We have therefore distinguished in Tables 1 and 2 each phase in order to clearly show which features the ES will need to consider and when. 
Marine Works 
Natural England notes that the proposed Marine Works within Area D are expected to last up to 3 months and would include infrastructure installations to support the continued management of permitted discharges after operation of the main cooling water pumps has ceased. These would include (1) an Alternative Active Effluent Discharge Line (AAEDL) and (2) an Alternative Treated Sewage Discharge Line (ATSDL). We understand that these two alternative discharge lines will require a jack-up barge (JUB) and/or a flat-top barge plus one tug and one safety boat near the outfall structure to thread/pull these lines through the existing cold water (CW) outfall culvert and that the JUB would be anchored to the seabed resulting in localised seabed penetration, although the number of vessels and anchor points are currently unknown. (Appendix 13A, paragraphs 2.4.6 and 4.3.9 -11) We also understand no works are currently planned for the intake pipeline as it is assumed it will be sealed terrestrially from within Dungeness B (EIA Scoping Report, paragraph 13.1.2). 
Based on this information, we agree with the possible impact pathways scoped in to the ES by the EIA Scoping Report (2026) and identify these under ‘Phase 1’ listed in Tables 1 and 2. We advise however that although there is no Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) or European designated site in the subtidal where the Marine Works are proposed, that the ES should survey for priority marine habitats to ensure the JUB and other support infrastructure are sensitively located and this is fully considered. 
Previous advice provided to the Applicant in October 2025 
In October 2025, Natural England provided advice under our Discretionary Advice Service (DAS) to the Applicant, EDF Energy about air quality, great crested newts and terns. We include our advice here: 
i. Air quality 
This advice applies to Dungeness Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Dungeness, Romney Marsh and Rye Bay Ramsar site, Special Protection Area (SPA) and Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) where air pollution from the Proposed Works may have possible impacts upon designated features. We highlight that whilst our DAS responded to questions on air quality monitoring locations and ammonia, we agree with the conclusions of the EIA Scoping Report (2026) that atmospheric pollution via deposition of dust from demolition/dismantling and construction activities, which can smother vegetation, is scoped in as a potential impact pathway on these designated sites and we include this in Tables 1 and 2 below. 
In response to a question on the proposed air quality monitoring locations and whether ammonia monitoring was required, we advised that Natural England does not normally comment on air quality monitoring locations. We therefore advised the Applicant deferred to them on this matter. However, we also advised that the Applicant undertake an air quality assessment to identify air quality impacts on the designated nature conservation sites from the decommissioning process, as some qualifying features may be sensitive to a range of air pollutants including ammonia, nitrogen oxides, nitrogen deposition and sulphur dioxide. Please see section 4.11 for our standard advice on air quality. 
ii. Great crested newts 
This advice applies to Dungeness Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Dungeness, Romney Marsh and Rye Bay Ramsar site and Dungeness, Romney Marsh and Rye Bay Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) where great crested newt (GCN) are a designated feature. We agree with the preliminary HRA (2026) that a potential impact on GCN in terms of loss of functionally linked land, associated with disturbance, is scoped in to the ES for Phases 1 and 3 (Appendix 18D, paragraph 6.10.7) and include this in Tables 1 and 2 below. 
In response to a question from the Applicant about further survey work for GCN at the Long Pits based on negative eDNA, Natural England confirmed that no further survey work for GCN at Long Pits is required. 
In response to a second question about the Applicant’s approach for out of season survey of the waterbody adjacent to the Northern Approach Road, we confirmed that due to the information provided on where the activities will take place during decommissioning (the main works areas plus the water-cooling tower), no further survey work is required both for Long Pits and the waterbody adjacent to the Norther Approach Road. The northern tip of the Long Pits and the other pond areas (in the slides provided by the Applicant) do fall within the red risk zones GCN Risk Zones (Kent) | Natural England Open Data Geoportal therefore works in these areas would not be eligible for District Level Licensing (DLL). 
iii. Terns 
This advice applies to Dungeness, Romney Marsh and Rye Bay Special Protection Area (SPA) and Dungeness, Romney Marsh and Rye Bay Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) where terns are designated features. 
Natural England confirmed that no further survey work for Terns is required, and that one year of surveys is proportionate and sufficient to inform the EIA. 
Table 1: Potential risk to international designated sites: the development is within or may impact on the following sites 
	Site name with link to conservation objective
	Features which the ES will need to consider
	Location in relation to the Works Area
	Potential impact pathways where further information/assessment is required

	
	
	
	Phase 1
	Phase 2
	Phase 3

	Dungeness Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
	· Annual vegetation of drift lines
· Perennial vegetation of stony banks 
· Great Crested Newt
	The SAC falls within Area C of the Works Area. Area A and B of the Works Area are c.60m and 5m away, respectively.
	Direct and indirect impacts during demolition/dismantling and construction including, for example, those associated with: 
· Atmospheric pollution – Dust 
· Habitat loss
	Direct and indirect impacts during demolition/dismantling and construction including, for example, those associated with: 
· Atmospheric pollution – Dust 
	Direct and indirect impacts during demolition/dismantling and construction including, for example, those associated with: 
· Atmospheric pollution – Dust 
· Atmospheric pollution – Vehicular movements

	Dungeness Romney Marsh and Rye Bay Special Protection Area (SPA) 
	· Annex 1 Breeding, wintering bird of prey, and/or passage birds: 
· Aquatic warbler 
· Avocet 
· Bewick’s swan 
· Bittern 
· Common tern 
· Golden plover 
· Hen harrier 
· Little tern 
· Marsh harrier 
· Mediterranean gull 
· Ruff 
· Sandwich tern 
· Shoveler 

· Waterbird assemblage
	The SPA is offshore to the south from the site. It is “located at its closest point 50m from Area A of the Works Area and 340m from Area B of the Works Area”. Area C and the terrestrial part of Area D of the Works Area are located immediately adjacent to the SPA. 
	Direct and indirect impacts during demolition/dismantling and construction including, for example, those associated with: 
· Atmospheric Pollution – Dust 
· Noise Disturbance – Construction and Dismantling 
· Visual Disturbance 
· Habitat loss 
· Loss of Functionally linked habitat 
	Direct and indirect impacts during demolition/dismantling and construction including, for example, those associated with: 
· Atmospheric Pollution – Dust 
	Direct and indirect impacts during demolition/dismantling and construction including, for example, those associated with: 
· Atmospheric Pollution – Dust 
· Atmospheric Pollution – Vehicular Movements 
· Noise disturbance – Construction and Dismantling 
· Visual Disturbance 
· Loss of Functionally linked habitat 

	Dungeness, Romney Marsh and Rye Bay Ramsar site 
	· Annual vegetation of drift lines and the coastal fringes of perennial vegetation of stony banks 
· Natural shingle wetlands, saline lagoons, freshwater pits and basin fens. 
· Wetland bryophyte assemblage 
· Wetland vascular plant assemblage 
· Wetland invertebrate assemblage 
· Greater water-parsnip 
· Warne’s thread-moss 
· Water vole 
· Aquatic warbler 
· Great Crested Newt 
· Medicinal leech 
· A ground beetle Omophron limbatum 
· Marsh mallow moth 
· De Folin’s lagoon snail 
· Waterbird assemblage - Wintering, non-breeding 
· Mute swan – Wintering 
· Shoveler – Wintering 
	The Ramsar site falls within Area C of the Works Area. Area A of the Works Area is c.450m away.
	Direct and indirect impacts during demolition/dismantling and construction including, for example, those associated with: 
· Atmospheric Pollution – Dust 
· Noise Disturbance – Construction and Dismantling 
· Visual Disturbance 
· Habitat loss 
· Loss of Functionally linked habitat
	Direct and indirect impacts during demolition/dismantling and construction including, for example, those associated with: 
· Atmospheric Pollution – Dust
	Direct and indirect impacts during demolition/dismantling and construction including, for example, those associated with: 
· Atmospheric Pollution – Dust 
· Atmospheric Pollution – Vehicular Movements 
· Noise disturbance – Construction and Dismantling 
· Visual Disturbance 
· Loss of Functionally linked habitat 

	Southern North Sea Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
	· Harbour porpoise
	
	Direct and indirect impacts associated with the CW outfall pipeline and associated infrastructure, for example from: 
· Collision risk with Project vessels 
· Temporary underwater noise
	
	

	The Wash and North Norfolk Coast Special Area of Conservation (SAC)
	· Harbour seal
	
	Direct and indirect impacts associated with the CW outfall pipeline and associated infrastructure, for example from: 
· Collision risk with vessels 
· Temporary airborne noise and visual effects 
· Temporary underwater noise
	
	Direct and indirect impacts associated with the CW outfall pipeline and associated infrastructure, for example from: 
· Temporary airborne noise and visual effects

	Humber Estuary Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
	· Grey seal 
	
	Direct and indirect impacts associated with the CW outfall pipeline and associated infrastructure, for example from: 
· Collision risk with vessels 
· Temporary airborne noise and visual effects 
· Temporary underwater noise
	
	Direct and indirect impacts associated with the CW outfall pipeline and associated infrastructure, for example from: 
· Temporary airborne noise and visual effects


General advice for Habitat Sites 
European site conservation objectives are available at http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/category/6490068894089216 
The ES should thoroughly assess the potential for the proposal to affect nationally and internationally designated sites of nature conservation importance, including marine sites where relevant. European sites (Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protection Areas (SPA) fall within the scope of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (the ‘Habitats Regulations’). 
In addition paragraph 187 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) requires that potential SPAs, possible SAC, listed or proposed Ramsar sites, and any site identified or required as compensatory measures for adverse effects on habitat (European) sites, potential SPAs, possible SACs and listed or proposed Ramsar sites have the same protection as classified sites (NB. sites falling within the scope of regulation 8 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 are defined as ‘habitats sites’ in the NPPF). 
Under Regulation 63 of the Habitats Regulations, an appropriate assessment must be undertaken in respect of any plan or project which is (a) likely to have a significant effect on a European site (either alone or in combination with other plans or projects) and (b) not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site. The consideration of likely significant effects should include any functionally linked land outside the designated site. These areas may provide important habitat for mobile species populations that are qualifying features of the site, for example birds and bats. This can also include areas which have a critical function to a habitat feature within a designated site, for example by being linked hydrologically or geomorphologically. 
An appropriate assessment should also take into account any agreed strategic mitigation solution that may be being developed or implemented in the area to address recreational disturbance, nutrients, or other. 
Further guidance is set out in Planning Practice Guidance on appropriate assessment 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/appropriate-assessment 
Nationally designated sites 
Based on the Applicant’s preliminary assessment of impact pathways, we confirm the EIA should therefore scope in the following Site of Special Scientific Interest and Marine Conservation Zone listed in Table 2 below: 
Table 2: Potential risks to nationally designated sites: the development is within or may impact on the following site 
	Site name with link to citation 
	Features which the ES will need to consider 
	Potential impact pathways where further information/assessment is required 

	
	
	
	Phase 1
	Phase 2
	Phase 3

	Dungeness, Romney Marsh and Rye Bay Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 

Including for example, Unit 28 (north/northwest), Unit 29 (west), Units 30 and 31 (north/northeast), Unit 52 (northeast) and Unit 183 (south) among others. 
	· Coastal geomorphology and nationally important habitats including: saltmarsh sand dunes vegetated shingle saline lagoons standing waters lowland ditch systems basin fens. 
· Populations of four rare vascular plant species 
· Assemblage nationally rare and scarce vascular plants 
· Warne’s thread moss 
· Water vole 
· Assemblages of breeding birds 
· 16 bird species – Breeding 
· Assemblage of waterfowl – Non breeding 
· Assemblage of birds – Wintering and Passage periods 
· Great crested newt 
· Endemic species and subspecies of invertebrates 
· Populations of 10 endangered, vulnerable and rare invertebrate species 
· Wetland invertebrate assemblages
	This SSSI underpins Dungeness SAC, Dungeness, Romney Marsh and Rye Bay Ramsar and SPA, and Dungeness NNR.
	Direct and indirect impacts during demolition/dismantling and construction including, for example, those associated with: 
· Atmospheric Pollution – Dust 
· Noise Disturbance – Construction and Dismantling 
· Visual Disturbance 
· Habitat loss 
· Loss of Functionally linked habitat
	Direct and indirect impacts during demolition/dismantling and construction including, for example, those associated with: 
· Atmospheric Pollution – Dust
	Direct and indirect impacts during demolition/dismantling and construction including, for example, those associated with: 
· Atmospheric Pollution – Dust 
· Atmospheric Pollution – Vehicular Movements 
· Noise disturbance – Construction and Dismantling 
· Visual Disturbance 
· Loss of Functionally linked habitat

	Medway Estuary Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) – Zone 2 
	· Smelt 
· Estuarine rock habitats 
· Intertidal mixed sediments
· Intertidal sand and muddy sand 
· Low energy intertidal rock 
· Peat and clay exposures 
· Subtidal coarse sediment 
· Subtidal mud 
· Subtidal sand 
· Tentacled lagoon worm 
	
	Direct and indirect impacts associated with the CW outfall pipeline and associated infrastructure (please see Footnote 4) on smelt migration through the Study Area, for example from: 
· Temporary underwater noise 
· Temporary physical disturbance to subtidal benthic habitats and marine species 
· Temporary increase in Suspended Sediment Concentration (SSC)
	
	


General advice for Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and paragraph 186 of the NPPF. Further information on the SSSI and its special interest features can be found at www.magic.gov . 
Natural England’s SSSI Impact Risk Zones can be used to help identify the potential for the development to impact on a SSSI. The dataset and user guidance can be accessed from the Natural England Open Data Geoportal. 
The Environmental Statement should include a full assessment of the direct and indirect effects of the development on the features of special interest within the SSSI and identify appropriate mitigation measures to avoid, minimise or reduce any adverse significant effects. The consideration of likely significant effects should include any functionally linked land outside the designated site. These areas may provide important habitat for mobile species populations that are interest features of the SSSI, for example birds and bats. This can also include areas which have a critical function to a habitat feature within a site, for example by being linked hydrologically or geomorphologically. 
National Nature Reserves 
The development site is adjacent to the following National Nature Reserve: 
· Dungeness NNR 
Regionally and Locally Important Sites 
The ES should consider any impacts upon local wildlife and geological sites, including local nature reserves. Local Sites are identified by the local wildlife trust, geoconservation group or other local group and protected under the NPPF (paragraph 192 and 193). The ES should set out proposals for mitigation of any impacts and if appropriate, compensation measures and opportunities for enhancement and improving connectivity with wider ecological networks. Contact the relevant local body for further information. 
Protected Species 
The conservation of species protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 is explained in Part IV and Annex A of Government Circular 06/2005 Biodiversity and Geological Conservation: Statutory Obligations and their Impact within the Planning System. 
The ES should assess the impact of all phases of the proposal on protected species (including, for example, great crested newts, reptiles, birds, water voles, badgers and bats). Natural England does not hold comprehensive information regarding the locations of species protected by law. Records of protected species should be obtained from appropriate local biological record centres, nature conservation organisations and local groups. Consideration should be given to the wider context of the site, for example in terms of habitat linkages and protected species populations in the wider area. 
The area likely to be affected by the development should be thoroughly surveyed by competent ecologists at appropriate times of year for relevant species and the survey results, impact assessments and appropriate accompanying mitigation strategies included as part of the ES. Surveys should always be carried out in optimal survey time periods and to current guidance by suitably qualified and, where necessary, licensed, consultants. 
Natural England has adopted standing advice for protected species, which includes guidance on survey and mitigation measures. A separate protected species licence from Natural England or Defra may also be required. 
District Level Licensing for Great Crested Newts 
District level licensing (DLL) is a type of strategic mitigation licence for great crested newts (GCN) granted in certain areas at a local authority or wider scale. A DLL scheme for GCN may be in place at the location of the development site. If a DLL scheme is in place, developers can make a financial contribution to strategic, off-site habitat compensation instead of applying for a separate licence or carrying out individual detailed surveys. By demonstrating that DLL will be used, impacts on GCN can be scoped out of detailed assessment in the Environmental Statement. 
Priority Habitats and Species 
Priority Habitats and Species are of particular importance for nature conservation and included in the England Biodiversity List published under section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006. Most priority habitats will be mapped either as Sites of Special Scientific Interest, on the Magic website or as Local Wildlife Sites. Lists of priority habitats and species can be found here. Natural England does not routinely hold species data. Such data should be collected when impacts on priority habitats or species are considered likely. 
Consideration should also be given to the potential environmental value of brownfield sites, often found in urban areas and former industrial land. Sites can be checked against the (draft) national Open Mosaic Habitat (OMH) inventory published by Natural England and freely available to download. Further information is also available here. 
An appropriate level habitat survey should be carried out on the site, to identify any important habitats present. In addition, ornithological, botanical, and invertebrate surveys should be carried out at appropriate times in the year, to establish whether any scarce or priority species are present. 
An appropriate level habitat survey should be carried out on the site, to identify any important habitats present. In addition, ornithological, botanical, and invertebrate surveys should be carried out at appropriate times in the year, to establish whether any scarce or priority species are present. 
The Environmental Statement should include details of: 
· Any historical data for the site affected by the proposal (e.g. from previous surveys) 
· Additional surveys carried out as part of this proposal 
· The habitats and species present 
· The status of these habitats and species (e.g. whether priority species or habitat) 
· The direct and indirect effects of the development upon those habitats and species 
· Full details of any mitigation or compensation measures 
· Opportunities for biodiversity net gain or other environmental enhancement 
Biodiversity net gain 
Paragraph 193 of the NPPF states that decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity, including by establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures. 
Biodiversity Net Gain is additional to statutory requirements relating to designated nature conservation sites and protected species. 
Proposals for mandatory biodiversity net gain should be in line with the Environment Act 2021 and supporting regulations. Further information on biodiversity net gain, including draft Planning Practice Guidance, can be found here. 
The statutory biodiversity metric, together with ecological advice, should be used to calculate the change in biodiversity resulting from proposed development and demonstrate how proposals can achieve a net gain. 
The metric should be used to: 
· assess or audit the biodiversity unit value of land within the application area 
· calculate the losses and gains in biodiversity unit value resulting from proposed development 
· demonstrate that the required percentage biodiversity net gain will be achieved 
Biodiversity Net Gain outcomes can be achieved on site, off-site or through a combination of both. On-site provision should be considered first. Delivery should create or enhance habitats of equal or higher value. When delivering net gain, opportunities should be sought to link delivery to relevant plans or strategies e.g. Green Infrastructure Strategies or Local Nature Recovery Strategies. 
Opportunities for wider environmental gains should also be considered. 
Landscape 
It is our understanding that both the High Weald and Kent Downs National Landscapes lie outside of the 10km boundary of the Study Area for the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (EIA Scoping Report, 2026, paragraph 12.3.14), and potential impacts upon these national landscapes have been scoped out of further study. We agree that impacts are unlikely; this is reflected in our DAS advice to the Applicant in October 2025, where we advised that given the distance from the site of both the High Weald and the Kent Downs National Landscapes when considered in conjunction with the height of the buildings in the works area and the likely height of any works at the site during the decommissioning process, that any landscape and visual impacts to the designated landscapes are unlikely to be considered significant in any Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA). 
General advice for Landscape and visual impacts 
The environmental assessment should refer to the relevant National Character Areas. Character area profiles set out descriptions of each landscape area and statements of environmental opportunity. 
The ES should include a full assessment of the potential impacts of the development on local landscape character using landscape assessment methodologies. We encourage the use of Landscape Character Assessment (LCA), based on the good practice guidelines produced jointly by the Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Assessment in 2013. LCA provides a sound basis for guiding, informing, and understanding the ability of any location to accommodate change and to make positive proposals for conserving, enhancing or regenerating character. 
A landscape and visual impact assessment should also be carried out for the proposed development and surrounding area. Natural England recommends use of the methodology set out in Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 2013 (3rd edition) produced by the Landscape Institute and the Institute of Environmental Assessment and Management. For National Parks and AONBs, we advise that the assessment also includes effects on the ‘special qualities’ of the designated landscape, as set out in the statutory management plan for the area. These identify the particular landscape and related characteristics which underpin the natural beauty of the area and its designation status. 
The assessment should also include the cumulative effect of the development with other relevant existing or proposed developments in the area. This should include an assessment of the impacts of other proposals currently at scoping stage. 
To ensure high quality development that responds to and enhances local landscape character and distinctiveness, the siting and design of the proposed development should reflect local characteristics and, wherever possible, use local materials. Account should be taken of local design policies, design codes and guides as well as guidance in the National Design Guide and National Model Design Code. The ES should set out the measures to be taken to ensure the development will deliver high standards of design and green infrastructure. It should also set out detail of layout alternatives, where appropriate, with a justification of the selected option in terms of landscape impact and benefit. 
Heritage Landscapes 
The ES should include an assessment of the impacts on any land in the area affected by the development which qualifies for conditional exemption from capital taxes on the grounds of outstanding scenic, scientific, or historic interest. An up-to-date list is available at www.hmrc.gov.uk/heritage/lbsearch.htm . 
Connecting People with nature 
The ES should consider potential impacts on access land, common land, public rights of way and, where appropriate, the England Coast Path and coastal access routes and coastal margin in the vicinity of the development, in line with NPPF paragraph 105. It should assess the scope to mitigate for any adverse impacts. Rights of Way Improvement Plans (ROWIP) can be used to identify public rights of way within or adjacent to the proposed site that should be maintained or enhanced. 
Measures to help people to better access the countryside for quiet enjoyment and opportunities to connect with nature should be considered. Such measures could include reinstating existing footpaths or the creation of new footpaths, cycleways, and bridleways. Links to other green networks and, where appropriate, urban fringe areas should also be explored to help promote the creation of wider green infrastructure. Access to nature within the development site should also be considered, including the role that natural links have in connecting habitats and providing potential pathways for movements of species. 
Relevant aspects of local authority green infrastructure strategies should be incorporated where appropriate. 
Soils and Agricultural Land Quality 
Soils are a valuable, finite natural resource and should also be considered for the ecosystem services they provide, including for food production, water storage and flood mitigation, as a carbon store, reservoir of biodiversity and buffer against pollution. It is therefore important that the soil resources are protected and sustainably managed. Impacts from the development on soils and best and most versatile (BMV) agricultural land should be considered in line with paragraphs 187 and 188 of the NPPF. Further guidance is set out in the Natural England Guide to assessing development proposals on agricultural land. 
As set out in paragraph 223 of the NPPF, new sites or extensions to sites for peat extraction should not be granted planning permission. 
The following issues should be considered and, where appropriate, included as part of the Environmental Statement (ES): 
The degree to which soils would be disturbed or damaged as part of the development 
The extent to which agricultural land would be disturbed or lost as part of this development, including whether any best and most versatile (BMV) agricultural land would be impacted. 
This may require a detailed Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) survey if one is not already available. For information on the availability of existing ALC information see www.magic.gov.uk. 
Where an ALC and soil survey of the land is required, this should normally be at a detailed level, e.g. one auger boring per hectare, (or more detailed for a small site) supported by pits dug in each main soil type to confirm the physical characteristics of the full depth of the soil resource, i.e. 1.2 metres. The survey data can inform suitable soil handling methods and appropriate reuse of the soil resource where required (e.g. agricultural reinstatement, habitat creation, landscaping, allotments and public open space). 
The ES should set out details of how any adverse impacts on BMV agricultural land can be minimised through site design/masterplan. 
The ES should set out details of how any adverse impacts on soils can be avoided or minimised and demonstrate how soils will be sustainably used and managed, including consideration in site design and master planning, and areas for green infrastructure or biodiversity net gain. The aim will be to minimise soil handling and maximise the sustainable use and management of the available soil to achieve successful after-uses and minimise off site impacts. 
Further information is available in the Defra Construction Code of Practice for the Sustainable Use of Soil on Development Sites and The British Society of Soil Science Guidance Note Benefitting from Soil Management in Development and Construction. 
Minerals and Waste 
The following additional guidance is provided for minerals and waste development. The ES should consider and, where appropriate, include the following: 
The methods and equipment to be used for the protection, recovery, storage, and sustainable re-use of the different types of topsoil and subsoil, including consideration of any required phasing to minimise soil handling and maximise the sustainable management of the soil. 
The method of assessing whether soils are in a suitably dry condition to be handled (i.e. dry and friable), and the avoidance of soil handling, trafficking, and cultivation during the wetter winter period. 
A description of the restoration criteria, including the proposed soil horizon depths and soil characteristics; normally to an overall depth of 1.2 m over an evenly graded overburden layer (or, in the case of waste reclamation, an evenly graded capping layer), suitable for the proposed end-use, including the restored ALC Grade. 
The effects on land drainage, agricultural access, and water supplies, including other agricultural land in the vicinity. The impacts of the development on farm structure and viability, and on other established rural land use and interests, both during the site working period and following its reclamation. 
The restoration and aftercare of the site, in line with Chapter 17 ‘Facilitating the Sustainable Use of Minerals’ of the NPPF. 
A detailed Restoration Plan illustrating the restored soil profile characteristics, landform and the intended standard of restoration including ALC Grade(s), together with details of surface features; water bodies; the availability of outfalls to accommodate future drainage requirements; and aftercare. 
Further guidance is contained in the Defra Guidance for Successful Restoration of Mineral and Waste Sites and the Natural England guidance note Planning and aftercare advice for reclaiming land to agricultural use. Reference could also usefully be made to the Institute of Quarrying (2021) Good Practice Guide for Handling Soils in Mineral Workings which comprises separate sections, describing the typical choice of machinery and methods for handling soils at various phases. The techniques described by Sheets A-D are appropriate for the successful reinstatement of higher quality agricultural land. The Natural England Guide to reclaiming mineral extraction and landfill sites to agriculture also contains useful background information. 
Air Quality 
We have confirmed under sections 4.2.1 and 4.2.2 and in Tables 1 and 2 that we agree with the EIA Scoping Report (2026) that potential impacts on designated site features are scoped in for atmospheric pollution from dust (for Phases 1, 2 and 3) and vehicular movements (for Phase 3). Please therefore find Natural England’s general advice on air quality provided here. 
Air quality in the UK has improved over recent decades but air pollution remains a significant issue. For example, approximately 85% of protected nature conservation sites are currently in exceedance of nitrogen levels where harm is expected (critical load) and approximately 87% of sites exceed the level of ammonia where harm is expected for lower plants (critical level of 1µg) [1].A priority action in the England Biodiversity Strategy is to reduce air pollution impacts on biodiversity. The Government’s Clean Air Strategy also has a number of targets to reduce emissions including to reduce damaging deposition of reactive forms of nitrogen by 17% over England’s protected priority sensitive habitats by 2030, to reduce emissions of ammonia against the 2005 baseline by 16% by 2030 and to reduce emissions of NOx and SO2 against a 2005 baseline of 73% and 88% respectively by 2030. Shared Nitrogen Action Plans (SNAPs) have also been identified as a tool to reduce environmental damage from air pollution. 
The planning system plays a key role in determining the location of developments which may give rise to pollution, either directly, or from traffic generation, and hence planning decisions can have a significant impact on the quality of air, water and land. The ES should take account of the risks of air pollution and how these can be managed or reduced. This should include taking account of any strategic solutions or SNAPs, which may be being developed or implemented to mitigate the impacts on air quality. Further information on air pollution impacts and the sensitivity of different habitats/designated sites can be found on the Air Pollution Information System (www.apis.ac.uk). 
Information on air pollution modelling, screening and assessment can be found on the following websites: 
SCAIL Combustion and SCAIL Agriculture - http://www.scail.ceh.ac.uk/ 
Ammonia assessment for agricultural development https://www.gov.uk/guidance/intensive farming-risk-assessment-for-your-environmental-permit  
Environment Agency Screening Tool for industrial emissions https://www.gov.uk/guidance/air emissions-risk-assessment-for-your-environmental-permit  
Defra Local Air Quality Management Area Tool (Industrial Emission Screening Tool) – England http://www.airqualityengland.co.uk/laqm 
Natural England has produced 'Air pollution and development: advice for local authorities. How to assess sector-specific planning applications that could affect air quality on a protected site’. This standing advice is to help planning authorities understand the impact on statutory protected sites from particular developments that emit specific air pollutants. Natural England’s standing advice for air quality covers the following air pollutants: ammonia (NH3), nitrogen oxides (NO, NO2 or NOx), nitrogen deposition, acid deposition and sulphur dioxide (SO2). Note that other emissions to air, including dust, are not covered in this advice. 
The standing advice is Natural England’s formal statutory advice and is a material consideration. It provides decision makers with the information you need to fulfil your statutory duties when making decisions on planning applications with potential air pollution impacts. 
Water Quality 
The planning system plays a key role in determining the location of developments which may give rise to water pollution, and hence planning decisions can have a significant impact on water quality, and land. The assessment should take account of the risks of water pollution and how these can be managed or reduced. A number of water dependent protected nature conservation sites have been identified as failing condition due to elevated nutrient levels and nutrient neutrality is consequently required to enable development to proceed without causing further damage to these sites. If your planning application is affected by Nutrient Neutrality, the ES needs to take account of any strategic solutions for nutrient neutrality or Diffuse Water Pollution Plans, which may be being developed or implemented to mitigate and address the impacts of elevated nutrient levels. These solutions or plans should be relevant to the specific planning consultation site. Further information can be obtained from the Local Planning Authority. 
Climate Change 
The ES should identify how the development affects the ability of the natural environment (including habitats, species, and natural processes) to adapt to climate change, including its ability to provide adaptation for people. This should include impacts on the vulnerability or resilience of a natural feature (i.e. what’s already there and affected) as well as impacts on how the environment can accommodate change for both nature and people, for example whether the development affects species ability to move and adapt. Nature-based solutions, such as providing green infrastructure on-site and in the surrounding area (e.g. to adapt to flooding, drought and heatwave events), habitat creation and peatland restoration, should be considered. The ES should set out the measures that will be adopted to address impacts. 
Further information is available from the Committee on Climate Change’s (CCC) Independent Assessment of UK Climate Risk, the National Adaptation Programme (NAP), the Climate Change Impacts Report Cards (biodiversity, infrastructure, water etc.) and the UKCP18 climate projections. 
The Natural England and RSPB Climate Change Adaptation Manual (2020) provides extensive information on climate change impacts and adaptation for the natural environment and adaptation focussed nature-based solutions for people. It includes the Landscape Scale Climate Change Assessment Method that can help assess impacts and vulnerabilities on natural environment features and identify adaptation actions. Natural England’s Nature Networks Evidence Handbook (2020) also provides extensive information on planning and delivering nature networks for people and biodiversity. 
The ES should also identify how the development impacts the natural environment’s ability to store and sequester greenhouse gases, in relation to climate change mitigation and the natural environment’s contribution to achieving net zero by 2050. Natural England’s Carbon Storage and Sequestration by Habitat report (2021) and the British Ecological Society’s nature-based solutions report (2021) provide further information. 
Contribution to local environmental initiatives and priorities 
The ES should consider the contribution the development could make to relevant local environmental initiatives and priorities to enhance the environmental quality of the development and deliver wider environmental gains. This should include considering proposals set out in relevant local strategies or supplementary planning documents including landscape strategies, green infrastructure strategies, tree and woodland strategies, biodiversity strategies or biodiversity opportunity areas. 


[1] Defra, UK. “Report: Trends Report 2020: Trends in critical load and critical level exceedances in the UK” 
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