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16 January 2026
 
Redgrave Court
Merton Road
Bootle
Merseyside
L20 7HS
 
Contact@onr.gov.uk
 
Unique ref: 2026/01801
 
Dear Baroness Taylor
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Industry and Regulators Committee’s Call for Evidence on the role of regulators in relation to economic growth. This letter provides the Office for Nuclear Regulation's (ONR) response, focussing on the three questions set out in your letter of 19 December. 
ONR are the UK’s independent nuclear regulator for safety, security and safeguards. Our mission is to protect society by securing safe nuclear operations.
The nuclear industry is set to play a key role in driving economic growth over the coming decades. Nuclear energy provides resilient baseload power, enhances energy security, reduces dependencies on overseas fuel suppliers, decarbonises energy intensive industries and supports the growth of new sectors such as AI-driven data centres.

ONR strives to deliver proportionate, enabling regulation that supports innovation and growth, while maintaining public confidence in safety and security. We are committed to ensuring our regulation does not delay nuclear projects and we work hard to enable their safe delivery and to reduce unnecessary regulatory burden and add value. We work closely with industry to tackle some of the biggest challenges, such as cleaning up legacy facilities, extending the lifetimes of operating plants and nuclear new build. For example, our approach to regulatory oversight of Graphite Safety Cases in Advanced Gas-cooled Reactors helped to enable timely decisions and avoid lengthy shutdowns for EDF's lifetime extension confirmations. 




 
Our outcome focused regulation enables the dutyholders to deliver the defined outcomes, with ONR holding them to account for that delivery. This allows greater flexibility in approach and encourages innovation in safety and security solutions that provide effective and robust protection against the modern risk and threat environment, whilst working in harmony with business processes and maximising opportunities for adding value.

The ONR’s new draft strategy, which was published for public consultation on 3 December 2025, sets out our growth focussed approach in more detail and can be accessed here: ONR Strategy - Draft for consultation. The draft strategy sets out a modern, agile and productive regulatory approach, with public trust and strong standards of nuclear safety and security at its heart. 

The draft strategy draws on the findings of the Nuclear Regulatory Taskforce, which published its review on 24 November 2025. The Taskforce reviewed the UK’s regulatory framework exploring how improvements could be made, with the aim of supporting energy security, national security, and economic growth in the UK, all while maintaining safety standards. ONR worked closely with the Taskforce to help shape the future of UK nuclear regulation. We are ready to implement recommendations that remove any unnecessary burden from the regulatory framework, while maintaining rigorous safety standards - reform and safety are not mutually exclusive. 

ONR is reducing unnecessary burden as part of the Regulators Action Plan via four workstreams, aligning these with Taskforce recommendations where relevant:

· Simplification of Guidance: ONR will review our guidance, aiming to simplify and streamline it, removing unnecessary complexity and volume. 
· Streamlining reactor design assessment: ONR will review our processes for engagement including design assessment and licensing to ensure they are more closely integrated, flexible and that expectations are understood from the outset.
· Efficient engagement: ONR will make our engagement with dutyholders more efficient, supported by increased use of digital tools such as improvements in our information sharing platform. We will also work more closely with domestic regulators to expand joint working. 
· Recognition of international approvals: ONR will work with international counterparts to establish how international regulatory assessments can be recognised and utilised by ONR to reduce the burden on applicants in the UK, to reduce time and cost of gaining design acceptance for UK deployment.

These workstreams will support the aim set out in the ONR’s new strategy, to transform us from an organisation that regulates today’s nuclear industry, to one with the culture and capability to efficiently and effectively regulate a broad and dynamic nuclear sector of the future.

As we progress these actions, it’s important to remember that ONR is just one part of the UK regulatory system for nuclear. We cover the design, construction, operation and decommissioning of nuclear facilities. There are significant and wide-ranging obligations around planning and permitting involving the Planning Inspectorate and environmental regulators.

ONR strives to work more collaboratively and strategically with other regulators, at home and abroad, joining up to reduce duplication, using our collective voice to inform regulatory policy, driving improvements in the provision of information to the public, and providing peer review to help us get a more balanced measure of our effectiveness and impact.
We are keen to work on options to further optimise the collective regulatory effort in the best interests of the UK.
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Sarah Brown 
Head of Policy  
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