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Foreword 
 
This report is issued as part of ONR's commitment to make information about inspection and 
regulatory activities relating to the above site available to the public.  Reports are distributed 
routinely to members of the Springfields Fuels Limited Site Stakeholder Group and are made 
available on the ONR website (http://www.onr.org.uk/llc/). 
 
Site inspectors from ONR usually attend the Springfields Fuels Limited Site Stakeholder 
Group meetings and will respond to any questions raised there.  Any person wishing to inquire 
about matters covered by this report should contact ONR. 
 
 

http://www.onr.org.uk/llc/
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1 INSPECTIONS 
 
1.1 Dates of Inspections/Interventions 

The ONR Nominated Site Inspector and other ONR Inspectors conducted interventions on the 
following dates during the period: 
 

September 21 

October 18,23 

November - 

December 11,12 

January 11,12,15,22,24 

February 8,19 

March 5,6 

 
2 ROUTINE MATTERS 

2.1 Inspections and Interventions 

Inspections are undertaken as part of the process for monitoring compliance with:  
 

 the conditions attached by ONR to the nuclear site licence granted under the 
Nuclear Installations Act 1965 (NIA65);  

 the Energy Act 2013; 
 the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 (HSWA74); and  
 regulations made under HSWA74, for example The Ionising Radiations 

Regulations 2017 (IRR17), Radiation (Emergency Preparedness and Public 
Information) Regulations 2001 (REPPIR) and The Management of Health and 
Safety at Work Regulations 1999 (MHSWR99).  

The inspections entail monitoring licensee’s actions on the site in relation to incidents, 
operations, maintenance, projects, modifications, safety case changes and any other matters 
that may affect safety.  The licensee is required to make and implement adequate 
arrangements under the conditions attached to the licence in order to ensure legal 
compliance.  Inspections seek to judge both the adequacy of these arrangements and 
implementation. 
 
In this period, routine inspections and interactions with Springfields Fuels Ltd (SFL) covered 
the following: 
 
Thematic Compliance Inspections 
 
During this period, ONR carried out a number of thematic compliance inspections. These 
inspections focussed on leadership and management for safety, training, operating rules and 
instructions, maintenance and emergency preparedness and response. Any 
observations/issues that arose from these inspections have been fully addressed by the 
licensee.  

Security and Safeguards 
 
Security: ONR assessment has continued of the SFL and National Nuclear Labs (NNL) 
Security Assessment Principles (SyAPs) aligned security plans, with two interventions and a 
number of follow-up engagements being conducted.   
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Safeguards: during the period SFL hosted Euratom standard Safeguards inspections; no 
major issues were raised.  SFL continue to prepare for the UK leaving the EU (and hence 
Euratom), and are working closely with ONR Safeguards sub-division.  
 
Emergency Preparedness 
 
During this period there has been one Emergency Preparedness Consultative Committee 
(EPCC) meeting in addition to the Level 2 off-site nuclear emergency exercise, codenamed 
‘Heron 7’, which was conducted to satisfy Regulation 10(1) of the Radiation (Emergency 
Preparedness and Public Information) Regulations (2001) and Regulation 14 of Control of 
Major Accident Hazards Regulation (COMAH) 2015. The exercise was judged to be an 
adequate demonstration from a REPPIR and COMAH perspective and lessons identified will 
be input into the planning for future exercises.   
 
In March ONR conducted an inspection of Lancashire County Council to confirm compliance 
of the Local Authority with its REPPIR related dutes.  ONR judged that the arrangements in 
place within the Local Authority and Police, for Lancashire County Council, are suitable and 
sufficient to deliver their duties under REPPIR. 
 
Transport 
 
ONR has continued engagement on numerous SFL transport package permissioning projects. 
SFL was also subject of a transport security inspection. All observations that arose from these 
inspections are being fully addressed by the licensee. 

Conventional Health and Safety – COMAH 
 
ONR conducted a number of interventions with regard to COMAH within this period as a result 
of the requirement for emergency preparedness and response (Heron 7) and assessment of 
SFL’s 5 yearly COMAH report. ONR issued an advice letter to SFL and all issues/actions are 
being addressed by the licensee.  

3 NON-ROUTINE MATTERS 

Licensees are required to have arrangements to respond to non-routine matters and events. 
ONR inspectors judge the adequacy of the licensee’s response, including actions taken to 
implement any necessary improvements. The licensee informed ONR of some minor incidents 
during this reporting period, all of which were promptly addressed by the licensee and the 
actions taken were deemed satisfactory by ONR. 
 
4 REGULATORY ACTIVITY  

ONR inspectors may issue formal documents to ensure compliance with regulatory 
requirements. Under nuclear site licence conditions, ONR issues regulatory documents, which 
either permit an activity or require some form of action to be taken; these are usually 
collectively termed ‘Licence Instruments’ (LIs), but can take other forms.  In addition, 
inspectors may issue Enforcement Notices to secure improvements to safety: 
 

 One Licence Instrument, for the approval of minor changes to the on-site emergency 
plan, was issued during this period. 

 

5 NEWS FROM ONR 

October 2018 
 
We welcomed the publication of the key review of operational safety performance at Torness 
nuclear power station, published by the International Atomic Energy Agency and the UK 

http://news.onr.org.uk/2018/10/iaea-review-torness-power-station/
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government. The report highlights eight areas of good practice at Torness and offers 
proposals for further improvements, which we fully support. 
 
November 2018 
 
The revised Nuclear Safety Directive introduced a European system of Topical Peer Review in 
2017 and every six years thereafter. We played a leading role in the preparations for the first 
European ‘Topical Peer Review’ on Ageing Management of Nuclear Power Plants and 
welcomed the publication of the first peer review report by the European Nuclear Safety 
Regulator Group.  We are pleased that a number of our experts made a valuable contribution 
to the exercise alongside 16 European countries as well as Norway, Switzerland and Ukraine. 
The UK report was authored jointly between ourselves, EDF Nuclear Generation Ltd and EDF-
NNB GenCo. 
 
The Atomic Weapons Establishment (AWE) was fined £1 million after admitting offences 
under Section 2 (1) of the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act (1974). This follows an electrical 
incident on 27 June, 2017, at the company’s Aldermaston site which resulted in an employee 
receiving electrical burns to his forearm. This was a conventional health and safety matter and 
there was no radiological risk to workers or the public. The prosecution was the result of our 
investigation into the incident. 
 
In conjunction with the Environment Agency, we announced the completion of our initial high 
level scrutiny of the UK HPR1000 reactor design.  
 
We provided NNB Genco (HPC) Ltd (NNB GenCo) with consent to commence the unit 1 
Nuclear Island concrete pour at Hinkley Point C (HPC).  
 
After 16 years of decommissioning work, Bradwell became the first of the Magnox nuclear 
power stations to receive our permission to enter into a period of “care and maintenance”. 
Little bit more re ONR’S role 
 
The nuclear safeguards regulations which will enable ONR to set up the domestic safeguards 
regime following Euratom withdrawal, were laid in Parliament. The Government published the 

details, alongside its response and the feedback to consultation on the draft regulations on its 

website. 
 
December 2018 
 
The Government published a Written Ministerial Statement on implementing Geological 
Disposal, announcing the publication of its Working With Communities policy and the launch 
of a consent-based process to find a site to host a Geological Disposal Facility (GDF) in 
England.  While we have no formal role in identifying the site for a GDF, any future facility will 
need to meet the high standards of safety and security required of a licensed nuclear site. The 
Welsh Government published its Geological Disposal of Radioactive Waste: Working with 
Potential Host Communities policy and guidance, the following month. 
 
January 2019 
 
Following the introduction of new integrated Environmental Authorisations Regulations in 
Scotland, the MOU between ONR and the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency has 
been updated to reflect this. The MOU ensures effective cooperation and collaboration in the 
regulation of nuclear safety, security, radioactive materials transport, nuclear safeguards and 
environmental protection on nuclear licensed sites and at other sites where both ONR and 
SEPA have regulatory functions. 
 
 
 

http://news.onr.org.uk/2018/11/onr-welcomes-first-topical-peer-review/
http://news.onr.org.uk/2018/11/awe-prosecution-reaction/
http://news.onr.org.uk/2018/11/uk-hpr1000-completes-gda-step-2/
http://news.onr.org.uk/2018/11/uk-hpr1000-completes-gda-step-2/
http://news.onr.org.uk/2018/11/consent-for-hinkley-point-c-nuclear-island-concrete-pour/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/nuclear-safeguards-regulations
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/nuclear-safeguards-regulations
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2018-12-19/HCWS1217/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/implementing-geological-disposal-working-with-communities-long-term-management-of-higher-activity-radioactive-waste
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/welsh-government-launches-policy-to-deal-with-radioactive-waste
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/welsh-government-launches-policy-to-deal-with-radioactive-waste
https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/how-we-regulate/environmental-authorisations-scotland-regulations-2018/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/how-we-regulate/environmental-authorisations-scotland-regulations-2018/
http://www.onr.org.uk/documents/2018/mou-onr-sepa.pdf
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February 2019 
 
A new nuclear site licence was granted to Tradebe Inutec for its Winfrith site in Dorset. A new 
site licence was required following Tradebe Inutec’s acquisition of buildings and land at the 
Winfrith site from the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA) in February 2019. Up until 
this point, Tradebe Inutec had been operating as a tenant of Magnox Limited under their 
nuclear site licence but their operations will continue beyond those of Magnox Limited and the 
eventual delicencing of the Magnox Limited Winfrith site. The existing Magnox Limited Winfrith 
licence has also been revoked and re-licenced today to account for the changes on the site. 
 
In a prosecution brought by ONR, EDF Energy Nuclear Generation Ltd and Doosan Babcock 
Ltd were fined £200,000 and £150,000 respectively following an incident where a worker fell 
from height at Hinkley Point B power station in 2017. The accident was a conventional health 
and safety matter and there was no nuclear safety or radiological risk to workers or the public. 
 
All our latest news is available on our website www.onr.org.uk. 
 
 
 
 
6 CONTACTS 

Office for Nuclear Regulation 
Redgrave Court 
Merton Road 
Bootle 
Merseyside 
L20 7HS 
Website: www.onr.org.uk 
Email:   contact@onr.gov.uk 
 
This document is issued by the Office for Nuclear Regulation (ONR).  For further information 
about ONR, or to report inconsistencies or inaccuracies in this publication, please visit 
http://www.onr.org.uk/feedback.htm.  
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For published documents, the electronic copy on the ONR website remains the most 
current publicly available version and copying or printing renders this document uncontrolled. 

http://news.onr.org.uk/2019/02/nuclear-site-licence-granted-for-winfrith-site/
http://news.onr.org.uk/2019/02/companies-fined-for-health-and-safety-breaches/
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