
This note is a response to the invitation to submit information on the implications of the Fukushima 
nuclear accident that was issued by the Office of Nuclear Regulation on 4 April 2011. 

Suffolk County Council, along with Suffolk Coastal District Council, represents the residents around the 
existing nuclear plants of Sizewell A and B and the possible site of Sizewell C in the future. Both councils 
are statutory consultees in respect of any new development of a new nuclear plant. 

The County Council has accepted the principle that new nuclear should be part of the Government’s 
energy strategy, but would wish to see details of any proposal at Sizewell before coming to a conclusion 
on specific schemes. 

In the context of representing the residents of the area, the County Council would ask the study being 
undertaken should look at a number of issues that relate to existing and potential nuclear plant, both in 
generic terms and the specific situation of Sizewell. 

Our understanding about the events in Japan is that the stand-by safety systems were overwhelmed by 
the tsunami and that multiple back-up processes therefore failed. The issue that this appears to raise is 
that it is not just the nuclear core that needs to be protected against major events, but that the back-up 
systems need similar protection. This should apply to all possible catastrophic events, not just tsunami. 
We consider that the residents of this area would wish to be assured that both the present plant and any 
future plant have taken this into account in their design and operation. 

A further linked issue is that questions arise about the extent of the evacuation zone that may be 
necessary to put in place around the Sizewell power stations and the implications this could have for the 
scale of new development acceptable within the area.  

We trust that this brief outline of issues is sufficient for the present, but if you have any further queries, 
please come back to me on the contact details below. 

John Pitchford 
Spatial Planning and Sub Regional Partnership Manager 
Economy, Skills and Environment  
Suffolk County Council 
 

 

 


