
Invitation to submit information on the implications of the Fukushima Nuclear Accident 

Response of The Blackwater Against New Nuclear Group  

The following major issues should be considered in your report on the implications of the events in Japan 
and their potential lessons for enhancing nuclear safety in the UK. 

1.    Events in Japan show that expert predictions of likely future events can fall very far short of reality 
and therefore considerable additional safety margins are required.  

2.     Many of the UK sites are on low lying sites which will be at increasing risk of flooding, storm surge 
and tsunami as the impact of global warming takes effect over the 160 to 200 year lifetime of operation. 
The majority of the Bradwell site for example is already classed at high flood risk level three. Sites for new 
build to be located where there is good security from inundation, not at locations at high risk of flooding.  

3.     The security of emergency control systems to be such that they are capable of entirely 
independent operation without any external offsite supply over a considerable time. This must include all 
subsidiary requirements. These to be proof against all possible hazards and take into account issue 1. A 
worst case event will then always result in an automatic safe reactor shutdown and the safe 
management and containment of radiation hazards on site. These measures to include acts of sabotage 
and terrorism. 

4.     The management of evacuation and population relocation in Japan has been criticised. Detailed 
emergency planning and emergency evacuation procedures must be approved for locations and 
communicated to populations within the maximum area which could be affected by a major radiation 
escape incident. These plans to be agreed as a prerequisite for site approval. Plans to recognise the 
effect of any prevailing wind on the scope/shape of evacuation zones required.  Relocation of populations 
to be a recognised possibility within this plan.   

5.     The spent fuel stores have posed severe problems in Japan. It would be prudent to ensure a long 
term secure and safe GDF disposal route is operational before any spent fuel waste is produced from 
new reactors. This would mean spent fuel is directly sent for final storage and remove the requirement for 
interim storage on inividual sites around the UK for up to 160 years thereby reducing the risks to public 
safety. 

6.     Difficulties in Japan have been magnified by the proximity and interdependence of adjacent reactors, 
systems and waste stores. The wisdom of this practice should be questioned and the case for improving 
safety by only permitting one operation per location to be considered. This also to include reactors being 
decommissioned. 

7.     Seismic activity in UK is rare, but Bradwell is only 7 miles distant from Wivenhoe, the epicenter of 
Britain's largest earthquake for 400 years which occurred in 1884.  
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