
Dear Sirs, 

There are many aspects to this disaster that are of concern ~ 

A particular aspect is that much has been said in news reports about the highly regrettable leaching of 
radioactive iodine into the environment / the sea ~ but that people should not be concerned, as it has a 
half life of only 8 days, so it will shortly be harmless. 

Given that various measurements indicate that the levels of this radioactive iodine have exceeded 4,500 
times permitted levels, it will take 13 half lives (104 days), to get things back to within limits (assuming 
that no more is leaked in the meantime ~ and the Japan Times website admits that more continues to 
leak). 

The environmental damage that this will do, does not appear to have been quantified ~ certainly not 
publicised. 

Additionally, and more significantly, it is in the nature of the nuclear processes involved, that radioactive 
caesium 137 will also be leaking.  NOTHING has been publicised about this, but it is inevitably 
happening.  It is inescapable that released caesium levels will also be greatly exceeding permitting levels 
in this situation of uncontrolled operation.  Since caesium 137 has a half life of 30 years, it's bulk release 
into the sea is presumably catastrophic.  ~ If it's release is currently 4500 times permitted levels (as with 
the iodine), then it will be almost 400 years before things return to 'normal'. 

Inevitably, there will be dilution as this is washed around the oceans of the world ~ though it is also clearly 
evident that the leakage of this material is far from over. 

The long term environmental impact of this Caesium 137 contamination urgently needs to be quantified. 

Yesterday's upgrading of the Fukushima incident to Level 7 was accompanied by the 'assurance' that 
Fukushima had only caused a tenth of the radioactivity release of Chernobyl.   ~ UP TO NOW ! 

Regards 

 

Ian M. Pass 
Pass Consulting 


