
From: Contact ONR <Contact@onr.gov.uk> 
Sent: 06 December 2018 11:01 
To: 

RE: GE201808194 - Proposed new coal mine near Sellafield Subject: 

Dear 

Thank you for your e-mail. Please accept my sincerest apologies in the delay for our response 
which arose due to consultations between different internal teams. I hope the below assists you 
with your query. 

I can confirm that the proposed development, including the onshore and offshore mining areas 
specified in the planning application document “D46_869_AO_001_Underground Mining - 
Onshore and Offshore Mining Areas”, lies outside the ONR’s consultation zone around the 
Sellafield nuclear licensed site. ONR ask to be consulted on developments within the off-site 
emergency planning area around the Sellafield site, which extends approximately 6.1 – 7.4 km 
from the site centrepoint (see http://www.onr.org.uk/depz.htm for further details).  We would not 
expect Cumbria County Council to consult us regarding developments outside this zone, and I can 
confirm that we have not been consulted. 

In response to your expressed concern that potential resulting earth tremors could cause a major 
nuclear incident at the Sellafield Site, I have consulted colleagues within the External Hazards 
specialism within ONR and they have provided the following advice: 

The proposed new subsea coal mine at c 10km from Sellafield is not considered by ONR to be 
capable of generating ground motions that would affect safety at the Sellafield site.  ONR has 
consulted with the HSE Mines Inspectorate, the British Geological Survey and its own expert 
panel on seismic activity in the UK.  The nature of the proposed mine (pillar and room) is one that 
is not designed to collapse at any point in the future, unlike for example long wall mining.  Even in 
the highly unlikely event of a collapse, the nature of any ensuing earth tremors would be limited to 
very low levels.  These levels would not be felt by persons on the Sellafield site and  would not 
disrupt structures, systems and components important to safety on the site. 

Once again, my apologies for the delay in our response. 

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact me via contact@onr.gov.uk. 

Kind regards, 
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______________________________________________________________________ 

Redgrave Court, Merton Road, Bootle, L20 7HS 

From: 
Sent: 23 August 2018 14:35 

Cc: 
Subject: Proposed new coal mine near Sellafield 

To: ONR Land Use Planning 

To the planning officers at ONR 

I am writing with regard to Planning Application 4/17/9007 Cumbria County Council.  Woodhouse 
Colliery. 

I am writing on behalf of our community group, Radiation Free Lakeland, to raise our deep concerns 
regarding the safety aspects of this proposed new undersea coal mine.    

Our concern is that potential resulting earth tremors could cause a major nuclear incident at the Sellafield 
Site. 

We are concerned that we can find no indication of Cumbria County Council consulting with the Office of 
Nuclear Regulation. It would seem obvious and essential that there needs to be close working and 
consultation regarding the potential public health risks attached to mining the sea bed within five miles of 
Sellafield. The environmental impacts could be truly massive. 

There are no consultation responses from ONR on the Cumbria County Council website. Please can you 
confirm whether or not ONR has been consulted regarding this planning application? 

Thank you for your time and assistance in answering our questions to help us to better understand how the 
various public bodies work together in the planning process. 

- for Radiation Free Lakeland 
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