
NEPLG’s Interim Response to Recommendation 3 of the Chief Inspector 
of Nuclear Installations’ Interim Report on the Japanese Earthquake and 
Tsunami: Implications for the UK Nuclear Industry 

1. In response to Recommendation 3 of Japanese earthquake and tsunami: 
Implications for the UK nuclear industry Interim Report, the Nuclear Emergency 
Planning Liaison Group (NEPLG) has conducted an initial review of emergency 
arrangements for dealing with a event at a nuclear power plant, similar in scale to 
that at Fukushima.   
 
2. NEPLG currently has published ‘Consolidated Guidance’ that sets out the 
response to civil nuclear emergencies in the UK and overseas. NEPLG however did 
identify a number of opportunities to strengthen these arrangements, including:  

i. Radiation monitoring; 
ii. Central Government response arrangements; 
iii. Emergency services’ capacity and capabilities; and 
iv. Extendibility. 

 
3. The opportunities identified by NEPLG will form part of a wider programme of 
work being taken forward by the Department of Energy and Climate Change 
(DECC). The timelines for this programme (and any work NEPLG do) will be 
finalised in October, and will be taken forward by the department as a priority. This 
will include updating DECC’s published guidance on the UK’s response to an 
overseas nuclear incident by December 2011. 
 
Radiation Monitoring 
4. The NEPLG considered the adequacy of current radiation monitoring  
capabilities in the UK, and whilst the strengths of the existing arrangements were 
acknowledged, a number of areas of improvement were identified. In particular, 
whilst Radiation Monitoring Coordination (Chapter 15) provided general information 
on  the UK’s radiation monitoring capabilities, the Consolidated Guidance lacked 
detailed information about the UK’s radiation monitoring capacity. NEPLG will 
improve this by addressing the need for a description of the UK’s capability for 
hazard assessment and consider the UK’s radiation monitoring arrangements more 
fully in guidance. 

 
Central Government Emergency Response Arrangements 
5. The Consolidated Guidance sets out the central government response to a civil 
nuclear emergency based on the reference accident. However, the NEPLG 
recognised a number of opportunities for consolidating these arrangements, 
including: 
 Producing a common response framework for all types of event at nuclear site; 
 Ensuring the science/ technical advice flows in any given civil nuclear event is 

brought in line with other types emergency; and 



 Further opportunities for working with local and national agencies to optimise the 
response to an event. 

 
6. Regarding the central Government response to an overseas accident, the 
NEPLG will carry out a detailed review of the Overseas Nuclear Accident Plan and 
the future testing of these plans.  
 
Emergency Services’ capacity and capabilities 
7. Preparedness and response for the emergency services and how they work 
together, in any kind of emergency, has improved in recent years. However 
notwithstanding this fact there are lessons to be learnt from Fukushima and these 
will be taken forward in part through the Government’s response to 
Recommendation 2. 
 
8. NEPLG believes that within the United Kingdom there has been limited 
opportunities to test emergency service capacity and capability in the event of a 
prolonged radiation emergency within the civil nuclear sector. Given the potential 
demand on current specialist responders, NEPLG has identified the need for a 
consistent radiation protection and intervention framework for all emergency services 
throughout the United Kingdom, and is currently developing a Working Together 
Agreement or Memorandum of Understanding between nuclear site licence 
operators and emergency services responders.  
 
Extendibility  
9. Extendibility concerns circumstances where it is necessary to expand 
countermeasures beyond the ‘Detailed Emergency Planning Zone’ (DEPZ)1. The 
NEPLG concluded that the concept of extendibility is broadly right, however it has 
concluded that further work on the stress testing of these extendibility concepts will 
need to take place to ensure that the planning is appropriate for the full range of 
emergencies at a civil nuclear power stations. The NEPLG also identified a need for 
consistent guidance on planning for the DEPZ and the importance of ensuring 
effective and frequent testing of extendibility arrangements. It is important to 
continue to determine emergency planning zones on a site by site basis. 
 
10.  The NEPLG acknowledged that recent experience at Fukushima has highlighted 
the need to plan for the full range of civil nuclear emergencies. DECC are currently 
taking forward detailed work (separate from but complementary to the Government’s 
response to the Weightman review) on the risk assessment, planning and response 
to potential emergencies of any scale at a civil nuclear sites within the UK (or 
abroad).  
 

                                            
1 The DEPZ for civil nuclear power plants is typically between 1 - 3km around the site. 


