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14 April 2011 

Thank you for your invitation to submit information on the implications of the Fukushima Dai-ichi 
nuclear power station accident. SEPA welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the report that 
ONR has been asked to carry out by the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, 
following the Fukushima accident. Whilst the UK does have a well developed nuclear regulatory 
system it is important to consider what lessons can be learnt from the unprecedented events at 
Fukushima, 

SEPA's remit is to protect the environment and human health. We do th is by regulating activities 
that can cause pollution and by monitoring the quality of Scotland 's air, land and water. In respect 
of nuclear facilities SEPA regulates the disposal of all rad ioactive wastes from the facili ty in 
addition to any non radioactive discharges which may result from the operation of conventional 
plant within the facility, such as the diesel generators. SEPA also carries out a routine monitoring 
programme for rad ioactivity in the vicinity of each facility. Should there be an incident at a nuclear 
facility involving the release of radioactivity SEPA has a role to assess the impacts of the incident 
and provide advice on decontamination, clean up, disposal of radioactive wastes and monitoring 
of radioactive contamination in the environment. SEPA will also advise on the environmental 
impact and the effects of the accident to relevant government departments, organisations and the 
public. 

In line with your request for identifying major issues by 15 April 2011 for inclusion in an interim 
report, SEPA has identified potential issues on the basis of its remit and the events at Fukushima 
which have been widely reported. These issues are summarised below. 

1. The resilience of our existing nuclear fa cilities and the supporting infrastructure particularly 
in relation to extreme natural events including flooding and coastal erosion. 

2. Monitoring capability for radioactivity including its appropriateness, resilience and the 
dissemination of results. 

3. Arrangements for managing and disposing of significant amounts of additional radioactive 
wastes arising on the site as a result of an accident. 
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4. The appropriateness of existing emergency plans and exercises. In particular the extent 
and challenge of the existing emergency exercise programme. 

At this time it is only possible la highlight these issues at a high leve l, however SEPA will consider 
these issues more fully and report back on our findings for 15 June 201 1. If we can be of further 
assistance or you requi re any further clarification on the issues raised prior to our full submission 
in June please do not hesitate to ask. 

Yours sincerely 

Janice Milne 
Head of National Operations 




