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5 April 2019                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 

Redgrave Court 
Merton Road  
Bootle  
Merseyside  
L20 7HS  
 

 Contact@onr.gov.uk   
 
Unique ref: 2019/96394 

 

  

 
Dear  
 
HGE201902014 West Cumbria Mining - COAL CRIMES 
 
Thank you for your email of 18 March 2019 to our Chief Executive, Adriènne Kelbie, 
raising the concerns of your constituent regarding potential seismic impacts 
of Cumbrian mining on Sellafield.  I have been asked to respond on her behalf given 
my team’s prior involvement in this matter. 
 
We take these concerns very seriously, and have had in-depth correspondence with 

on this matter in recent months.  I am pleased to provide some further 
background information on the action we have taken to assure ourselves of the 
possible impact of any such mining on Sellafield, of course, on public safety.  I trust 
that this provides reassurance to you and that we have fully considered any 
possible nuclear safety risks arising from the proposed development and are satisfied 
it is safe.  However, please let me know if you need anything further.   
 
Background 
 
We received two e-mails from the community campaign group refers to, 
‘Radiation Free Lakeland’, in August 2018 and January 2019. These set out a number 
of concerns and queries relating to Planning Application 4/17/9007 to Cumbria County 
Council for a proposed new subsea coal mine, primarily on:  
 

 whether potential resulting earth tremors could cause a major nuclear incident 
at the Sellafield Site 

 confirmation of whether ONR had been consulted by Cumbria County Council 
regarding that particular planning application 

 
Clarifications 
 
Following this correspondence, we jointly examined the potential impacts from the 
coal mining on Sellafield with a number of other expert bodies, including HM 
Inspectorate of Mines, the British Geological Survey and the ONR Expert Panel on 
Natural Hazards.   
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In terms of potential risk, the proposed new subsea coal mine is not considered by 
these experts to be capable of generating ground motions that would affect safety at 
the Sellafield site.  In the highly unlikely event of the mine collapsing, the assessment 
determined that any ensuing earth tremors would be limited to very low levels. In 
addition, any such tremors would not be felt by persons on the Sellafield site, nor 
disrupt structures, systems and components important to safety. 
 

also raises Cumbria County Council’s consultation on this particular 
planning application.  Our role in land use planning is to provide proportionate, 
transparent and consistent advice with regard to potential developments in the vicinity 
of nuclear sites, to ensure planning decisions are informed by a full understanding of 
any public safety risks arising from an application.  The intended development is 
outside the offsite emergency planning area and as such there is no legal requirement 
for ONR to be consulted.  Further, as the potential impact of seismic events was 
considered in setting the zone we are satisfied that there is no risk to Sellafield or the 
public from this development that would have warranted a consultation response on 
this occasion. 
 
Potential next steps 
 
Cumbria County Council’s Development Control and Regulation Committee granted 
planning permission on 19 March 2019.  However, although this grant of permission 
will allow coal to be mined onshore, any coal extraction proposed under the sea 
requires a separate application for a Marine License to be submitted to the Marine 
Management Organisationi (MMO).  Applications for such licences must be publicised 
and there is a public registerii of marine licence applications available.  This gives 
anyone who is interested an opportunity to object to the granting of such a license.  

may wish to express her concern with the offshore aspects of the proposed 
application through this process.   
 
Finally, as ONR is responsible for the regulation of nuclear safety and security across 
the UK, we are unable to comment on the water-use issue  raises as these 
are beyond the scope of our work.  However, the Environment Agencyiii may be able 
to assist.  They can be contacted by e-mail at enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk 
or by telephone on 03708 506 506. 
 
Conclusion 
 
I hope this information is helpful and provides a satisfactory response to yours and

 concerns on this matter.  Nevertheless, do contact me again if you require 
anything further. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
                                                      
i
 https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation  
ii
 https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_PUBLIC_REGISTER 

iii
 https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency  
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