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Impact of EU and Euratom Exit on ONR’s purposes 

ONR position 

ONR’s position that there is no direct impact on our regulation and ONR purposes 
(beyond safeguards, potential implications for transport and some aspects of ONR’s 
international engagement) remains firm – a summary of those considerations and the 
measures ONR has in place to review Brexit implications.    

Summary of Brexit considerations on ONR’s purposes 

Nuclear safety 
The UK is a signatory to the IAEA Convention on Nuclear Safety and as such ONR 
operates within an international context, the status of which is unaffected by Euratom 
Exit.  EU legislation regarding nuclear safety has been fully transposed into UK law, 
including work to implement the new EU Basic Safety Standards Directive, which 
replaces five prior EU Directives. The impact of Euratom Exit on nuclear safety is 
anticipated to be minimal but this would need to be reassessed should the EU and UK 
nuclear safety legal frameworks diverge significantly in future, post Euratom Exit.  

In the interests of preparing for all scenarios, including a ‘no deal’ scenario, BEIS has 
published a technical notice in relation to the civil nuclear industry sector. ONR has 
provided technical and policy input in specific areas such as import licensing and 
transport of nuclear material.  

Nuclear security 
Nuclear security is the responsibility of States and the impact of Brexit is considered 
minimal, with no changes to the regulatory framework.  The UK has ratified the IAEA 
Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material (CPPNM), the status of which 
is unaffected by Brexit/Euratom Exit.  CPPNM establishes measures related to the 
prevention, detection and punishment of offences relating to nuclear material.  Nuclear 
Industries Security Regulations (NISR) 2003 constitutes the domestic legal nuclear 
security framework, and includes provisions related to the transport of nuclear material.    

International engagement   
ONR participates and has a sphere of influence in European and international forums 
across its purposes and a strategic framework for international engagement has been 
developed and will be implemented across ONR.  Membership of many of these forums 
will not be affected by Brexit/Euratom Exit, but BEIS is seeking a close association 
between the UK and EU for a future relationship and is leading on negotiations and the 
basis/status on which we may continue to engage post Euratom Exit/Brexit.  ONR has 
established bilateral arrangements with BEIS and provides technical and policy input and 
advice to inform those negotiations. 

Conventional health and safety 
The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is responsible for conventional health and safety 
policy; although ONR regulates conventional health and safety on nuclear sites. ONR 
Policy team continues to engage with HSE counterparts to keep abreast of any 
implications.   As the ‘Six-Pack’ of EU Health and Safety Regulations have been fully 
transposed into UK law, Brexit is not expected to impact on ONR’s regulation of 
conventional health and safety on nuclear sites. 
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Transport of radioactive material 
The international regulatory framework for the transport of radioactive materials is 
derived from the IAEA SSR-6 Regulations for the Safe Transport of Radioactive Material 
and are all embedded into UK law.  Department for Transport holds policy responsibility 
for the transport of all classes of Dangerous Goods, except Class 7 Dangerous Goods 
(Radioactive Material), which is held by BEIS.  Government has confirmed the intention 
to maintain the status quo regarding the continued application of the IAEA derived 
regulatory framework for the transport of all Dangerous Goods and as such no immediate 
impact of Brexit/Euratom Exit on ONR’s transport regulation has been identified. 
  
Human resources 
ONR has identified and engaged with EU nationals employed by ONR who may be 
affected by Brexit but as indications from Government are that EU nationals resident in 
the UK for 5 years at the point of exit will be able to remain in the UK, ONR believes that 
those currently employed by ONR will meet this requirement 
  
ONR review of Brexit implications  
 
ONR undertakes regular scoping reviews of Brexit impact on ONR purposes – also 
included on ONR’s risk register - and has appropriate controls in place to ensure it can 
respond in agile manner.  The work is coordinated by the Policy and Communications 
Directorate and includes: 
 

 Brexit implications on ONR’s purposes kept under regular review 

 Internal horizon scan role to support contingency planning for any changes across 
the business which could be affected by Brexit 

 Bilateral arrangements with BEIS to keep abreast of developments; consider key 
international fora to maintain and/or increase ONR’s sphere of influence; and input 
into negotiations for the UK’s future relationship with the EU 

 Engagement with other stakeholders (through the Senior Regulators Group, Better 
Regulation Executive and Infrastructure Policy Forum) to gather insight 

 Strategic framework for international engagement developed, taking account of 
BEIS’ international strategy, and identifying EU engagement impacted by Brexit 

 Regular engagement with EU nationals currently employed by ONR 
 
No deal planning  

As the Government has stepped up a gear on ‘no deal’ planning, ONR is cognisant of 
this in its operations and provides support to BEIS to engage with industry, and/or make 
provisions in its regulatory planning.  Despite political instability and the potential for 
future divergence between EU and UK legal frameworks, ONR is effectively planning for 
this through engagement in UK policy making, regulatory planning assumptions, targeted 
international activity, and on-going review and impact assessment of the changing 
political landscape through horizon scanning.  This work is coordinated through the 
Policy and Communications Directorate. 


